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LETTER XXm. 



English Ambassador's Audience mih fk^ 
Stdtan.'^Procession qf the British Inh^ 
hitants.'^Apartment. t- Repast — Pujff 
mentofthe Janizaries.^r-^Guards ^ iM 
Sultaru-^SeUm IILi-^En$ertaifvgM9t(^ 
tlic Ambassador's, * 

Constantinople, 1806. 

JJuRiKG my absence in Russia, his Ex- 
cellency Mr. Arbuthnot, our new ambtt»* 
sador at the Porte, arrived in CcHistanti- 
Bople; yesterday )ie h^d his audience 
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with the Sultan, which, as the mode of 
conducting it was somewhat singalar, 
I shall describe to you. 

t 

» 

Yesterday morning, by iSve o'clock, the 
whole of the British at the time in Con- 
stantinople repaired to the palace of the 
Swedish envoy, where his Excellency our 
ambassador waited for them, to proceed 
to his audience with the Sultan: before 
six the whole procession was in motion ; 
the ambassador was qurried in a chair by 
six men in red robes, with high hairy 
caps on their heads ; on each dde of the 
dbair walked one of his Excellency's 
armed attendants, namely, his hussar and 
his sportsman ; the chair was followed by 
another, which was empty, and then by 
the secretaries, dragomen, and gentlemen 
and factors, who'h^ppened to be then in 
the country. 

Jq this manner we proceeded to the 
water side at Tophana» where boats were. 
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provided for us by order of the Porte, to 
carry us across to the Golden Horn, where 
when we arrived, we found horses from 
the stud of the Sultan waiting to convey 
us to the seraglio : after some little cere- 
monies we again set forward for the 
Sublime Porte ; before entering it, we all 
alighted, and proceeded onward between 
the gates; the outer and inner ones were 
then shut, and information Was sent to 
the Divan, that an infidel ambassador vtras 
without, who wished to throw himself at 
the feet of the Great Sultan. The place 
in which we were inclosed is that where 
criminals are decapitated, and where the 
heads of traitors are exposed for the satis- 
faction of the Sultan. After a short time 
the inner gate was. thrown open^ and an 
exhibition truly novel presented itself; a 
great number of dishes of pillau and cakes 
of bread were strewed on the ground at 
appropriate distances, which, at a signal 
given, a troop of janizaries ran in in the 
nimblest manner, and carried off. On 

r2 
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enquiry, I found that this grotesque speo 
tacle was intended to shew to us infidels 
in what manner the Turkish troops are 
fed, and also how active they are. 

At length we were permitted to ad- 
vance, and after crossing an exterior court 
of the seraglio, arrived at the entrance of 
the divan, near the door of which were 
exposed on the ground the presents brought 
by the ambassador, in order to gain. or 
secure the friendship of the Turks; 
amongst these were several pieces of fine 
cloth, some of rich silk, a table clock, and 
many other articles. 

Here his Excellency presented his ere* 
dentials to the Vizir, who by some gen* 
tlemen of the long robe sent them to the 
Sultan to know his pleasure. The interval 
between this and the arrival of the answer 
viras employed by us in examining and 
admiring the^ magnificence of the apart- 
ment in which we were, and which was 
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richly gilt and painted on the roof and co- 
lumns; the floor was of variegated marble, 
around the room were sophas covered 
with costly stuff; in the middle of the 
side opposite the door, upon a cushion 
more elevated than the rest, sat the 
Vizir; over his head we observed the 
little vnndow covered by a thick grating, 
at which it is said the Sultan sits to hear 
what passes on occasions of this kind. It 
was evident to perceive through the 
grating that some person sat there, but 
conjecture alone could lead us to conclude 
tiiatitwasSelim. 

* 

A gracious answer from the Sultan at 
length arrived, which was received with 
a shout of " Long live the King of Kings, 
Selim the Sultan of Sultans.** Here every 
one arose, even his Highness the Vizir 
slipt from his throne, and met the bearer 
halfway to the door; thfe order was de- 
livered into his hands, he first kissed it^ 
then placed it to his forehead, kissed i% 
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again, and then, and not till then, pre- 
sumed to break the seals ; the order was 
to feed, wash, and clothe the infidels, and 
then admit them to his presence. In a 
short time, some little stools were armnged 
in different parts of the divan, on the top 
of which were placed large trays of gold 
and silver, about four feet diameter, and 
of a circular form, from which we were to 
be fed at the expense of the Turks. A 
most sumptuous entertainment was served 
up; first, a kind of blancmanger, next^ 
different kinds of roasted and baked meats; 
sweetmeats followed, and to conclude, a 
delicious cooling sherbet was handed 
round in gold and silver basons. 

We experienced one grievous want at 
this fieast, for we were not furnished either 
with knife or fork, and were obliged to 
tear in pieces whatever was set before us ; 
for the articles of a liquid kind, spoons of 
tortoise-shell, studded with gold, were 
handed to us. 
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The eating part of the farce being over, 
perfiimed water was poured on the hands 
of his Excellency, and a napkin of rich 
enbroideiy was thrown to him to wipe 
them with ; he was ferthet perfumed with 
aloes wood and ambei^^ 

The usual ceremony of paying the jani- 
zaries takes place in general after this part 
of the audience, but his Excellency had, 
I suppose, expressed himself sufficiently 
satisfied of the riches of the Sultan, and 
it was dispensed with. 

I happened to be in Constantinople at 
a former period^ when two senators of 
Ragusa came to pay their tribute to the 
Porte, and was present at their audience, 
when the usual entertainment for the am- 
bassadors, of paying the jauiizaries. Was 
gone through, a description of which may» 
perhaps amuse you. On quitting the^ 
divan, the senators and sjuite were con** 
ducted to a place in the court immediatdy 
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opposite to Ihe dborbf it, where deats were 
^bepalred for their reception \ thd servants 
of the Porte theo brcmght out a number 
of leathern pUrses^ which were strewed on 
the ground, and 8i)p{)osed to contain the 
* pay of one company ; the colonel ^f the 
company then gave the word, upon 
which the men came running forward, 
Efnatched up the purses, and carried them 
to^ome other quarter, ^here they divided 
them; this they i^epeated again and again : 
dt theaudiefice of the Eagusatis it lasted 
upwards of an hour and a half; at l^at 
of Lord Elgin, this farce continued some 
teufs, when his Lord^ip, with just in- 
d^atiM, dedftt^d, that if it was not con-^ 
duded itemcfdiately, he tvould r^ufH 

We were now ttarched to a kind of 
6f^n ii[$oth under the piasz&s, Where to&^e 
W&d slaved, ^nd ^her^ the tf^defe ^W^tt 
dished in a manner suitable to Ik^lr I 

Akkibg their isit)pi^£uu6ce before ike w^h- 
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time Saltati; this dress consisted 6f pe-^ 
lisses; that o( his Excellemcy was lined 
Mrith samour, worth no small sirati ; those 
for the Secretaries were very good; the 
dragomen, who generally take care of 
themselves, having in €ome measure the 
arrangement of this part -of Ihe business, 
were served with a pelisse each, little 
inferior to that of the ambassador; the 
others were of trifling value. 

lb the presence of the Suftsiki only fout- 
teeh can be adi^itted, and they must be un« 
atttoed ; so here his Excellenty , and l}K>se 
who Wore swoi^s, tknbudded : we now 
passed to the ^e of the second cou11:> 
iHiiere We ehcbunteted the iBrst guard of 
eunuchs. This guard was composed of 
the ugliest monsters that ever wore the 
himfian form; their featured were hor- 
ffbte, with the flesh depending fh>m 
them; their feces were of the most 
deadly hue« Each iiifidd Was tioW 
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adorned with two eunuchs, who laid a 
paw on each shoulder, to signify when he 
was to bend before the King of Kings, and 
also to prevent outrage in his presence; 
in this manner we promenaded the second 
court, and were soon ushered into the 
august presence. 

The Sultan was sitting on a bed, for 
his throne has the appearance of a laige 
four-posted bed, indeed it is exactly of 
that shape; the posts were inlaid with 
precious stones; the cushion on which 
Selim sat was cbmposed of a massy em* 
broidery of pearls; before him stood his 
boots, beside him lay his sword, and some 
turbans of state with rich aigrettes in 
them. 

Selim is a man of about forty-three years 
of age, his beard is become grisly, bis 
countenance is attractive, the tout ensemble 
of his physionomy benign; he never 
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lifted his eyes, nor even gave a side glance ; 
the ambassador made a polite speech to 
him, v^hich the Prince Marwze, first dra- 
goman at the Porte, translated to the 
Vizir, who repeated it to the Sultan ; he 
made his reply in simple, kind, and 
elegant expressions; it was likewise 
spoken to the Vizir, who passed it to the 
prince, who th^n repeated it to the British 
Company's dragoman, and he to the 
ambassador. Our aud ience being finished^ 
we turned to depart, still in our humi- 
liating condition, like criminals ; the Sul< 
tan, just as we were leaving the room, 
desired the dragoman to inform his Ex- 
cellency, that he had ordered him a horse^ 
which he hoped would turn' out a good 
one: his Excellency thanked him, and 
we departed. A strong guard of jani- 
zaries attended during the whole of the 
procession. 

Our return from the audience was 
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n€ar\y the same as our entry. We passed 
over the outward court of the seraglio, 
and without the Porte found our horses 
in waiting, where we had left them. As we 
crossed the water, several British and 
Maltese vessels saluted us; indeed they 
had done so in the morning. We con- 
ducted the ambassador to the Swedish 
palace, and were refreshed with lemonade, 
6weet cakes, &c. : the party then broke 
wp to meet again at Tarapea, the residence 
of Mr. Arbuthnot, where we were in- 
vited to dinner. In the evening we had 
a ball 



The audience upon the whole was 
grand, and came up in a great measure 
to my expectations. It was humiliating, 
to be sure, to be kept like prisoners so 
long in tfiat horrible place the Porte, and 
had we understood the language, the 
being treated with "infidel" at every 
eonier w<mld have been msufferable. But 
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the manners of the Turks, in every sta^ 
of the business^, was friendly and kind. 
They have a greater regard for the Eng** 
h'sh than for any other nation, both for 
those in the distinguished employments* 
and for the mercantile part of them : ever 
since the afiair of Egypt, they talk of 
Nelson, Sir Sidney, their old acquaintance, 
whom they will tell you they have seen, 
and G^eral Stewart, with delight and 
enthusiasm. They highly respect the 
mercantile world, and say the word of an 
Englishman is as good as any other man's 
writing, who is not a mussulman. 

The dinner at Tara{>ea consisted of all 
that taste could display, or the appetite 
desire ; the rarities of the season were 
washed down in libations of the choicest 
wines; the party was elegant^ but not 
gay. We were deprived by her indispo- 
sition of the presence of the amiable and 
beautiful ambassadi^ess; the sickness of 



14 LETTER XXIII. 

his beloved consort threw a gloom 
over his Excellency, who, notwith- 
standing, strove to appear cheerful : 
in the everting, however, we found 
her adorning the drawing-room, where 
were also the ambassadors of the other 
missions and their ladies, with most of 
the ladies and gentlemen attached to 
them, who had been invited to pay their 
court on this occasion. According to the 
eastern custom, coffee and sweetmeats 
were served up, and the ball commenced 
by those who chose to dance leading their 
partners to the hall, where a band of 
music was playing. Rooms were pre- 
pared for those who chose to play at cards. 
During the evening, ices and lemonade 
were handed round ; the dance continued 
with much vivacity until some hours 
after midnight, when the party returned 
to their respective homes. 

The moon shone bright, and shed a 
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charming lustre over the mountains^ 
crowned with the gloomy cypress; the 
most death-like stillness reigned over the 
canal, interrupted only by the Ml of the 
oar, which beat in agreeable cadence to 
the br^st, which had been agitated 
with the dance, or with some softer 
emotion, for the scene of the evening 
afforded a rich display of beauty. 

The contrast was striking between 
the elegant simplicity of the English 
dress, and the gaudy shew of the 
Grecian. Her Excellency was attired 
in a plain, but costly suit ; the other 
ladies were decked out in rich furred 
gowns of silver, gold, or rich silk 
stuffs, and all the &mily diamonds 
were displayed on this occasion, stuck 
on without either art or elegance. 

The ambassador appeared in the 
evening in the Windsor uniform ; his 
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dress in the morning was rich emt- 
broidfiy. The gentlemen of the other 
missions wore the upiform of tbeir re- 
spective Courts. 
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LETTER XXIV. 



Turkish Character. — Manners.'^ Mode of 
Prayer. — Respect to Seniority. — Cha-* 
racter contrasted with that oj other Men. 
'^Women.^^Mode of Dress. — Men.*^ 
Dress in general.—^Longevity.^'^Respect 
to a particular class of People. 

Constantinople^ 1806. 

1 HE Turkish character has been fte- . 
quently delineated, and is actually but 
little kdown. The Turks are represented 
as brutal, barbarous, and ferocious; in 
some respects I must confess they are so, 
but these bad qualities arise from two 
causes: first, their religion, which absurdly 
makes them regard all those who are not 
Mussulmen, as infidels, next, their having 

TOL. II* c 
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constantly under their eyes the subtle Jew, 
and the perfidious Greek, both of whom, 
from their knavery, they are led to despise 
and hate ;' the few Franks whom they see 
exclusive of them, they regard with the 
same contempt. U^ow that the Europeans 
begin to be better known, they speak of 
our heroes with rapture, and of our mer«- 
chants as men of faith. 

But excepting this haughtiness of car- 
ri^ige, of which they can seldom divest 
themselves, the Turks are generous, hu^ 
mane, which their law teaches them to be, 
and very charitable; they in general do 
what good th^ can daring their life, and 
maxty of them> at their death, l^ve large 
sum^fbr benevolent purposes. 

Now that learning begins to be diffused 
throughout the empire, it b to be hoped 
that many oi their faults will be buried 
with their ignorance. 



The slares in Turkey are healthy and 
^ood-looking ; slavety in this country, s6 
much dreiElded by the nations dfouiid, i^ 
nothing to what they themselves inflict. 
The Turks will not believe that hi otl.er 
countries, slaves are driven out like cattW 
to work beneath a scotching sun, and that 
6n their return they are fed with a rottert 
herring ; the bare idea of this would shock 
them ; they are strict, and at times even 
punish their slaves with death, when they 
inerit it, but they seldom or never hifilict 
{min when it is avoidable ; and it is to be 
hoped that they Will never take examplif 
by our eniightcmed Britons m th^ Western 
world. 

To the brute creation they pay what, 
Iney be calfed a fbofish attention, and 
carry it even id the extreme of absurdity ; 
of th^is the innumerable quantity <tf dogs' 
hi their streets furnirfies a strikmg exaiti- 
f^ : each of these dogs belongs to otife* 
I^fliculat ptrson^ but they are fed by dll, 
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and they seem to know that the Turks are 
their friends, for they bark at, and molest 
every body else. Cats are also great fa- 
vourites with the Turks. Their horses, 
asses, and oxen, all look better than those 
in any other country. They are likewise 
partial to birds, and have a great veneration 
for some particular kinds of them, which 
they treat with grea^t tenderness. 

The manners of the Orientals are soft 
and seducing: the Turkish ^lute is elegant 
and expressive; they lay their right hand 
on the heart, raise it to tlie lips, and then 
to the forehead, meaning to say that the 
heart, the lips, and the head, or the seat 
of knowledge^re at your devotion. 

The mode of prayer among the Turk^ 
is solemn and devout, and, as I have men-^, 
tioned before, without the least tincture of 
Pharisaical pride in it, although their de- 
votions are frequently performed in the 
open air^ and in the midst of a miultitudew 



Thqr pray with their feces toward Mecca, 
as Daniel did of old, with his toward Je- 
rusalem. The first part is said standing, 
with the bands lifted up; th^ then 
kneel, kiss the ground, and touch it several 
times with their foreheads ; afterwards they 
sit on their knees, and pray and chaunt; 
previous to this they wash their feet, hands, 
and face. 

Distinction of rank seems, in a great 
measure, unknown among them, except- 
ing that attached to those who are officers 
of state; and the utmost submission and 
respect are paid to those who have the 
seniority in age, not only by their family, 
but by the people in general. 

An elder brother is considered as a supe- 
rior, and has, on all occasions, the prefer- 
ence. When I was last at Smyrna, as X 
was taking a walk, I met the Musalim go- 
ing out to meet his brother, who was com« 
ing. to pay a visit to that part of the coan- 



(jry. Tk^ }^\l^^\\xa w^i^ much tfee greater 
p^an of t|^ two'^ Ip^ was pQ«^^a$(^d<Oif it^u^ 
eoce and luc^h^s^a hi^ brotiier v^ts a maa of 
fatlp^r a iofv^ siatioi Ui life, and came with 
j^uJLy on^ anpf^^d e^^vaat a9 ^ guide, but he 
^9fl ^^^^\ y W* ^W^* The Musalim 
bad a;gu^'d of twelve hojTi^emeo; when 
hp came p^ar bj^^ lux^th^r he disiBounte^ 
from his horse, as did abo th/e whofe 
4>f his guards ; he approached with respect, 
s^d ki^€^ his bi^ther-s haivi* who then 
made hifn xe^v^oiu^t, m^ they rod^ side by; 
side to towR. It is. giener^ly sa»t that; if 
jttie father is dead, i^e yon^^r .1»other 
Sj^rves the eld^^r at table^ b^jt i^i^ I da not 
believes where! h^d san opp(H*tuMiity oi 
observing, slav^ wer,i& the uVm^imtSf 

* 

The Turks ^&]?e a^^ny vi^es> and some 
ajie vindictive a^ ^^l ; but had -men.are 
t^ be fopi^ in^ ^v^, i^Quntsiyj ; they, ^re, 
however, %t ^ergipg frpm. ths^ stafce o£ 
ds^rknpss wb^h^ been the. auiseiy of 
thpir^ra)3f8^ Jl^^ ^ wfc to he wondcpred ^ 



(hat people smtounded by slaves, and 
tfiose artfel wretches, the Jews and Gf eeks, 
whieb is the case with the Turks, should 
be hatighty and snpereilions ; this i» uni^ 
vefsal in every country unfder mmitelr eii^ 
cumstances. BatwHI any one say that 
the Turks are worse than maiiy of out 
eom^i^menwho have spent a fev9 yeafd ill 
the West Indies, with this difference, that 
the Turks have always the same abject 
conduct before their eytSs whereas, our 
cottnttymien have* been in general educated 
in a religion,, of whicb humanity and h«N 
miHtyare the leading prmciples: under « 
government vi^here oppression* is punish^ 
able : and in- a society, where the brutat 
manners which they aequire abroad^, artf 
i^hoired and despised The Turk paesesr 
his leisure hours in his Haram-, enjoying^ 
softntusic; the etegant danee, andatlttkr 
ifweeCs of love. The West Iddkn sfiendf 
IHs'leisnte hours in dVutilienfnesif, and^ itf 
Ae gi^lificati<Hi 6t the tnost he^^* m^ 



^ 
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jsuality ; bis heart, which was once tender, 
becomes obdurate and cruel: the mind, 
once cultivated and* raised to the admira^ 
tion of God and his works,' becomes caU 
lous, and returns to a state worse than that 
of nature; his Qod is neglected, and his 
fellowrcreatuf es despised ; he becomes des* 
picable himself, and thipks th^t a^l men 2lt^ 
|K> iikewiscp 

From a pointof religion, the women in 
Turkey have their faces covered ; no man, 
but their husband or master, if they are 
slaves, is allowed to ^ee them; indeed 
their whole figure is co^c^led, beipK en*^ 
yeloped in a loose cloak called a Ferragee, 
which sweeps the ground; the head is 
clothed with three pieces of ' muslin* on^ 
comes over the eyep and down to the point 
^ the nose j the second covers the .chin 
wd ears, and hangs down over the neck ; 
^nd the third is thro\ya loose}y over th^ 
hpad, pinned at^h^ ^^hin^ |ti)d f^b ov^r the 
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Moulders; the Mmbsand feet are shrouded 
in long trowsers, to which are sewed a sort 
of boots of yellow leather, and on the feet 
they wear tiiippers, or rather sandals, as 
they consist only, of a sole, and an upper 
part just sufficient to hold the toes. 

The Turkish fair are said to be veiy 
amorous; before their tyrants, however, 
they set a strict watch over their conduct^ 
but I have more than once seen a beautiful 
Circas^an shew her &ce when none but a 
christian was near; and were not the laws 
put in execution so rigidly in Turkey, they 
would find many admirers among the 
Franks ; but on the detection of any amour 
with an infidel, the woman is tied in a sack 
an4.throwo into the sea, and her lover is 

When a Turkish lady is pretty, shie en- 
dep.vmirs, by every art, to heighten her 
beauty; they paint the cheekis, the ey^- 
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lisishes, and eye-brcw»; they have fine 
teeth, as they eat nothing which can in* 
j«re them, and they keep them clean by 
chewing mastic. If We may judge of them 
by the men, they must be very handsome; 
these are in general well made, they have 
fine limbs, and justly proportioned bodies; 
they have good feces, which are hidden be- 
neath their dark beards and whiskers^ and 
they have finefirfl eyeSi 

The easy dress of the Turks mtiist be 
very conducive to health, they have no^ 
thing tight about them ; their clothes hang^ 
from the shoulder, or are fastened ronnd 
the middle with a girdle or shawl ; tfteir 
shirts, which are made of a sort of crape, 
have neither collar nor wristband ; they 
wear nothing round the neck ; and as thdr' 
trowsers, which are remarkably loose, are 
sewed to their yellow leather boots, or 
stockings, they have no bandage round the' 
Vnea 



The otitsr-absimlity in the Turkish dresi^ 
ia the tvrbdn, which is truky inccmvseiiieiit^ 
in whatever shape it is used ; it is argued, 
howeter, fpDm their sohmittinisf to wear 
this incumbrance for such a length ^ 
time, that the climate makes it necessaiy 
to keep the head warm. I may aflirm^ 
without exaggeration, that some of these 
tiirbans are as heavy as halt' an English 
hundred weight 

There are frequent instances of longe- 
vity in Turkey; an hundred, or even one 
hundred and ten years, is no uncommon 
age. The people live sparingly,, and com- 
init no excess, either in eating or drinking. 
Women with child are held in very great 
resf)ect by the Turks. From the fineness 
of the climate they frequently dine in the 
open air; and if by chance a female passes 
by whilst they are eating, she is immedi* 
ately invited to partake with them; in case 
of her refusal, lest she should be with child. 



/ 
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and her offspring endangered by her long* 
ing for something which sbe may have 
seen at the table, a slave is imn^ediately 
dispatched to follow her, and a portion of 
every dish is set apart, and sent after her, 
of which she is humbly intreated to 
accept. 
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Danger of Travelling near Constantinople. 
'-^Assassination of a German Courier.'-'^ 
Robbery and murder of Mr. Wood and 
his Janizary. — Escape of his Greek Ser-* 
vant. — Instance of attachment in his 
Dog. -— Particulars respecting British 
Couriers in Turkey. 

Constantinople^ 1806. 

1 HAVE now to address you on a very 
melancholy subject^ as it falls to my lot 
to communicate to you the distressing 
news of the death of our friend Wood. 

For some time past the roads round 
Constantinople have been very unsafe for 
trayeliing^ without a strong guards for 
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which reason the post for Christendom 
has gone by the Black Sea to Varna, near 
the mouth of the Danube, and from 
thence by. land to Bukbarest, and so on 
into Germany. 

A very few weeks ago, a German cou- 
rier Was attacked and as^assitiaied ai 
about Mo days' journey from hence, 
tod ttot many dayd ago, our consul at 
Patras, Oil the Adriatic !:^a, had ^ -very 
narrow escape, for he W^s pursued by 
banditti, and got clear otily by hts horses 
being better than theirs; this happened 
just about the same distance from Con« 
stantinople, near to a village called 
Chovley. 

Our poor friend Wood was going to 
England with dispatches from Mr. Ar^ 
buthnot, and at the same place was at- 
tadwd, plundered, and murdered. You 
will perhaps wish to hear the particulars 
ot his death: he took leave ot his thends 
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at Constantinople on the Wednesday 
nighty and on the following morning set 
out on his journey; when about the dis-^ 
tance of two days' travelling from this 
city, he met the consul above mentioned, 
who informed bim how he had been chased 
the day before, and advised him if be was 
determined to proceed forward, to take 
a strong guard with him from the next 
village: a guard is easily to be had at all 
times, and for this the Aga, or chief man 
of the district is responsible. Mr. Wood 
unhappily not availing himself of the 
good advice of the consul, quitted the 
village unguarded, proposing to keep by 
a caravan ci sheep which was po^w^uUy 
attended* 

With this caravan he travelled a short 
time, but finding it proceeded too siowlyg 
he urged the janizary to push on; the jani« 
zary remonstrated, afid represented the daiv* 
ger they might inem in case of their going 
forward akme, but poor Wood, zealous in 
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the service in which he was embarked, 
lost his temper, and even horsewhipped 
him» The proud janizaiy, thinking that 
his courage was called in question, needed 
no further argument: he said, ** Well, 
, well, if you are not afraid of your life, 
neither am I of mine;" and spurrhig up 
his horse, they advanced at a quick pace. 

About half an hour's ride on this side 
of the next village where they were to 
halt, they discovered eight men on horse- 
back ad^'ancing toward them ; the guide 
knew them at once to be the robbers, and 
flight was proposed whilst it was in their 
power, but this pmposal was overruled by 
another to strike out of the high road^ 
and if they should be followed by the men 
who were approaching quickly, then they 
might conclude they were suspicious cha« 
Tacters. This plan was" adopted; they 
were soon pursued, and soon overtaken, 
made prisoners, and carried into a deep 
valley by the robbers, who then began to 
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examine into their booty: they first di- 
vided amongst them what little cash they 
could find, then proceeded to a partition 
of the different articles poor Wood was 
carrying as curiosities and presents to his 
friends in Great Britain; during all this 
time he kept supplying them with cold 
tongue and shrub, which latter he gave 
them to drink in abundance, in the hope 
^f intoxicating them. The dispatehes 
they cared little about, and even appeared 
to have np intention of taking any lives : 
they began to tear his firmans in pieces, 
upon which he, poor fellow, imprudently 
interfered, saying one of them veas a. letter 
to their Aga, and he would make them 
jfepent of it; on hearing this, as if electri- 
fied, they counted their horses, and say- 
ing something among themselves, one of 
them turned and shot Wood through the 
•throat, while he was in the act of drinking 
^ good journey to him : the ball entered 
b^low his ear, and came out at the other 
^ide. 

TOL..II. D 
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Thus died one of the bet^ of yoinig 
fnen, the admimtio& of his acqusititance, 
and the delight of his relations* He and 
I were intimate for a long time, and 1 feh 
his loss like that of a brother. The guide 
seeing what had happened, n)de off, for 
the robbers never made him dkmontit. 
The &te of the janizary was dreadful ; he 
was fired <at and wounded; he begged 
hard for his life, but one of the wretches 
dismounted, put his knife into his throat, 
and literally laid his body open. 

* 
Wood's servant, a young Greek, had a 

wonderful escape ; after his master's death, 

veveral shots were £red at him, but he 

ran into a pond of water, and ky dowB ifi 

it as tfieugh he had been killed. 

When Ae villains were gone, the poor 
lad came out of the water, and drew near 
to the dead bodies of his master and the 
Jftnizary; at the same time he descried 
the caravan they had so imprudentlf 
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quitted in the morning. He ran and com* 
municated the dreadful tidings, begging 
for assistance ; but these prudent people, ' 
knowing the watchfulness of the Turks 
in this part of 4:he country, declilied going 
near the bodies, but advised the youth to 
accompany them to the village, to which 
he agreed, and on the morning following 
returned with some of the Aga's people, 
and a Greek priest to bury the dead* 

On his return, he found the bodies as 
he had left them, as also the clothes <d 
his unfortunate master, which, as they 
were in the European iashion, were of 
no use to the thieves ; the poor janizary 
was stripped to the shirt ; Mr. Wood's 
coat buttons, which they had mistaken 
for gold, were cut oflF. The lad was of 
opinion that the dispiatch^ were left by 
IJie robbers when the catastrophe hap- 
pened ; now nothing of them w^ to be 
found but one of the seals, which had 

o9 
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been torn off; many other -concomitant 
circumstances led him to believe that they 
had paid another visit. 

The Aga detained the guide and the 
young man for some days; the latter 
found means to get a letter conveyed to 
his Excellency : immediately a Tartar was 
dispatched from the Porte, who arrived 
just in time to save the lives of the t\vo 
survivors of the unfortunate party. In 
some of the servants of the Aga they had 
discovered the murderers of their com- 
panions, and having said so, they were 
clapped into prison, and to prevent any 
discovery, it was thought they would have 
been dispatched, under the pretence that 
they were themselves the murderers. 

It is asserted^ that these worthless Agas 
are associated with the robbers, and that 
formerly, men high in office at the Porte 
shared in the booty. It is to be hoped» 
however^ that the Sultan will soon take 



CONSTANTINOPLE. 87 

measures to put a stop to these infamous 
praceedingSy and (o establish order. 

A spaniel, which, a short time before 
his departure, had been presented to Mr. 
Wood, lay howling by the dead body of 
his master, when the party went to bury 
him : three times they brought this faith- 
ful animal to the village, and as often did 
he return to the grave : on going in search 
of him once more, for the last time, they 
found he had itade a hole in the ground, 
to rest himself by the side of his master. 
The young Greek, on returning with the 
Tartar to Constantinople, passed near the 
spot to pay a parting visit to the dog ; he 
found him still there, and threw him a 
few loaves to keep him alive. This dog 
afterwards appeared at the door of his 
master*s former habitation in Constantly 
nople, worn almost to a shadow. 

I have heard it maintained, that a 
British courier need never hesitate to 
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travel id Turkey, that Is, ffom hence 
into Christendom) our government making 
such a liberal allowance, that any number 
6f guards necessary can be paid for ; and 
each Aga {>eing responsible for the guards 
he sends, it is contended, that he wilt 
always give an escort equal to the 
danger, 

A gentlettian high in office here assured 
me, that he came to Constantinople at a 
time when it was reported that the road 
was much infested with banditti; he 
bmught only a lettet* from one Aga to 
Another, requesting him to furnish the 
necessary guards ; at some posts he had 
but one ; at one, however, be had fifty, 
and they once efpied a bund of men^ 
nenrly their own number, whom they 
knew to be robbers, and prepared for an 
attack accordingly ; but this troop changed 
its course, when they saw that they bad 
bard blows to e^pect^ 



The British government allow, I under- 
stand, about 4601. for a courier, whereas 
the expense seldom or ever exceeds 1501. 
this sum is therefore, without doubt, al- 
lowed in order to provide against such 
accidents as those which have formed the 
sulgeet of my pre$ei4tettort 
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Peath of the Validi.'^By what occasioned. 
T-r-False Report respecting it.-^Funeral 
Processions -^Tombs.'^Singul^r fiotion 
of tite Turkis, 

Constantinople, I8O6. 

1 HE Validli, or Queen-moth/er of the 
reigning Sultan, died here lately; she 
was advanced in years, and had formerly 
beeh ^ slave; she was represented by all 
who had access to her, as a woman pos- 
sessed of many good qualities, and dearly 
beloved by ail her friends and domestics; 
she yf^s all her life suspected of being ^ 
Christian, but she shewed no token of 
this at her death. Selim was much at- 
tached to his mother, and her loss seemed 
to affect him deeply : a short tiQie l)efore 
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her dissolution she sent for him, and 
made him promise his protection to all 
her &vorites ; the Sultan kept his word ; 
he evinced his filial aflPection for her, and 
agaii^t all the interest of the seraglio, 
supported her friends. Her treasurer, in 
particular, was an object of- dislike to 
all the court, and every one had mark- 
ed him out for destruction; but they 
were disappointed. This treasurer was 
veiy rich, and had for a length of time 
been an intriguing fellow, who, from 
the influence of the Valid^, had great in- 
terest with the Sultan^ as he could refuse 
his mother nothing. 

The death of this Sultana was in a 
great measure occasioned by her own 
imprudence, although from a complica- 
tiou of diseases she could not have lived 
much longer. By her folly in eating what 
was strictly prohibited, and not keeping 
a regimen until it was too late, wearied 
nature was overcome by obstinacy, and 
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Akd was seized with aa intet^dHting fever^ 
which terminated her days. Her doctor^ 
with whom I am on the most intimate 
footing, has often told me, that frequent^ 
when he had ordered her to take nothing 
but some light food for her dinner* long 
before the hour of dining arriyed, she 
would have devoured a large dish of 
saliad, mixed up with garlic ^d otb^ 
ingredients, which, in the state of h&t 
health, cbuld not fail of being destructive 
to ber. 

A false report of ber death created much 
confusion ; the/ manner in which it«ar6se is 
somewhat curious. It is a custom with 
the Turii:s, {»oceeding from their igno- 
lance, when a prince or great p^sonage 
dies, for their attendants immediately 
upon this event, to shew their high respect 
for the deceased^ by beating the physicians 
and surgeons out oi the hou^e. The Va- 
lida had been in a weak dying state for 
some days^ during whiph my friend Lo>- 
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reiKso, her surgeon, and several df Ihe 
eminent physicians, never quitted the 
house, but remained day and night in the 
seraglio. One <^ these mornings^ vecy 
early, a dismal cry was, set up, and several 
q{ her attendants came from tt^ sick 
chamber bathed in tears; at this the 
faculty took the alarm, and, in order to 
save their shoulders, hastened from the 
palace as &st as possible. 

They. passed silently through ConstaA- 
tinople, and set all Pera in an uproar wit& 
the news of her death ; she did die, how* 
ever, a few days afterward. The Sukaa 
was inconsolable. The funeral took place 
in about three hours after her dissolution ; 
being in the country I missed the sight, 
but I was informed by some persons who 
were there, that there was nothing curious 
in the spectacle, excepting that she was 
covered with beautiful shawls. 

The funeral procession of- a Sultan is 
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something singular ; the bier is supported 
by the Muftis, each one lending.only the 
point of his fore finger : in this manner 
they proceed to the tomb. Some of the 
tombs of the Sultans are very magnificent; 
the coffins are covered with fine velvet, 
richly embroidered. 

The Turks have an idea, that the soul 
keeps hovering near the body until the 
interment; they therefore perform their 
-melancholy, office with the greatest expe- 
dition ; and in transporting the body from 
the house where it died, some of the most 
zealous of the bearers even run, that they 
may not keep the soul of their friend 
waiting for its companion. 
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Excursions. — Barges. — Palaces and Gar- 
dens. — Currents.-'^Tarapea. — Fish. — Re- 
markable Plantain. — Aqueduct. — Buy- 
ukdery. — Beautiful Valley. — Manafacto- 
ries.^^JReturn to Constantinople. 

ConstaQtinopIe, 1806. 

I SHALL now proceed to give you an ac- 
count of several little excursions vtrhich I 
have just made with a friend, in and round 
the metropolis. 

The first of these excursions vtras upon 
the canal, when we visited Tarapea, Buy* 
ukdery, and the mouth of the Black Sea, 
We embarked at Topiiana, or the capnon 
foundeiy , which stands nearly opposite the 
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Seraglio of the Sultan, in one of those ele- 
gant barges which ply upon this beautiful 
water. These barges, though very, pretty, 
are very dangerous, from their construc- 
tion ; they are extremely narrow and round 
in the bottom, without any keel to keep 
them steady in the water, their bow or 
beak rises out of it in a horizontal direc* 
tion, for several feet, so that the least 
touch endangers their oversetting; but 
their velocity, and the graceful manner in 
which they are rowed by the boatmen of 
Tophana, in some measure recoinpense 
you for the hazard you encounter. 

The shores of the canal are lined widi 
most elegant palaces, behind which arise, 
in grand succession, hanging gardens, 
topped with tufted trees, which form a 
most enchanting landscape at every point 
yo|i turn; and this is beautifully inter* 
spersed with clumps of solemn cypress, so 
abundant at the tombs of Mussulmen. 
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The caiml at Tophana i^ little more than 
a mile in breadth; as it goes up towards 
the Blac^ Sea, for a considerable way, it 
becomes narrower. 

The first palace after leaving Tophana, 
is one belonging to the Sultan, called Dul- 
mabakski, in which he ofteri resides in the 
spring. A little &rther on is a charming 
palace of his sister's, who was married 
to the late Capitan Padia. This ' pa^ 
lace displays the reality of one of those 
depictured in the Arabian Nights Enter- 
tainments; it appears to have been the 
work of Genii; charming and extensive 
terraces ; beautiful and innumerable arch- 
ed vrindows, grided towers, and magnifi- 
cent portals : the palaces of Uj^ rc^al &« 
mily are all painted white, whijns permit- 
ted to no one else ; the ornaments are par- 
ticoloured, and gilt in a most sumptuouil' 
manner. It is said that the inside of this 
palace even surpasses the exterior ; it i$ 
furnished in a most elegant style, with 
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mirrors, girandoles, and sophas covered 
with stuffs of the richest texture. The 
Sultana, who occupies this immense build* 
ing, is a woman of some educati<Hi, she can 
absolutely write Turkish in the Latin cha* 
racter, and can read a little Italian. 

The current in the canal becomes here 
so strong, that it is necessary to take a 
rope from the shore, which is thrown to 
you by some industrious Greek or Turl^ 
€ager to gain a few paras ; a little farther 
is a turn where the current is likewisevery 
strong ; this is named the Devil's current, 
I suppose in consequence of its rapidity. 

The small chiosk of the Sultan, where 
private audiences are held, both with his 
own and foreign ministers, is just before 
you arrive at the Devil's current, at the 
bottom of a fine bay ;, these audiences are 
generally held in the ^night, for their 
greater privacy. 
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The strong current just tnentioned, is at 
the very spot where Darius made his 
bridge of boats, and at the narrowest 
point of the whole canal; indeed, the hii« 
man voice may easily be heard across 
Some towers are built on the European, as 
well as the Asiatic side, by way of fortify- 
ing, this pass; they are called Darius's 
towers, but of whatever use they may have 
been in former times, they serve no other 
purpose now than as lodgings to a band of 
Bostangi, or guards on the canaL 

Tarapea is the Village to which the 
Greek princes resort in the summer time ; 
it is also the residence of the British am- 
bassador, and is now become a place of great 
gaiety; many wealthy Armenians and 
Jews have houses in its vicinity* The si- 
tuation of Tarapea is charming, as are the 
walks about it; it is built around a deep 
bay. Here you begin to have a peep of 
the Black Sea. 

VOL. II. E 



We Iduded at Tarapea, aad walked to 
Buj^k4^, sending on a servant to prepare 
another boat for us, as we intended going 
iiit0 the month of the Black Sea, The 
fei^ which we took lay by the water's 
edge, and hi many places had suffered 
6om a uertherly wind» to which it is ex* 
posed. Between Tarapea and Buyukdeiy^ 
^re many fishing huts, where vast quanti-r 
tie$ of the finest fi^h are taken. Thdr 
l^ode of fishing here is curious : the nets are 
very broad> and are laid horizontally in the 
water ; stakes are driven inta the bottom^ 
^ a considerable distance from the shore, 
to which the net is fastened, the one end 
sunk, so inclining until it forms a land of 
purse. The fish coming down the current^ 
get gradually up the net, till they arrive at 
the purse, from which they cannot get out 
again. The net of ihe fisherman is placed 
high above the water, and when he sees a 
sufficient quantity in the net, he calls to 
his companions^ when they draw up all 
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coriMtsi and with a boat, take possession d 
their prey. 

The whole of the canal abounds with a 
great variety, of the finest fish ; indeed there 
is scarcely any of a coarse kind. Turbot, 
sturgeon, sword^^fish, and red and whit4i 
knuilet, are in plenty, besides many others, 
iM)t known in Britain. In the spring they 
take a sort of mackarel, of the size of a A 
herring, which they dry in the sun, and 
this becomes quite an article of trade ; it is 
eaten by the Greeks and Roman Catholic«» 
On theif meagre days. I^ast year this 
fishery w^ great beyond any thing I ever 
heard of before. The canal was at one tim* 
so full of them, that the boats could 
scarcely make their way through them, and 
the people at Tarapea and Buyukdery, 
actually lifted them out before their doors 
ki buckets. 

Before ?ire entered Buyukdery, we paid 
A visit to the fine plantain which forms a 
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clump, so much celebrated by those who 
have travelled in this neighbourhood. 
This dump is formed from one tree, or 
more properly from one root, which has 
branched out into irom fifteen to twenty 
large trees, as if planted in a circular 
form ; the inside of the circle is at least 
twenty feet in circumference ; the trees are 
all in high preservation, and have long 
been a subject of admiration atid dispute. 
Imhiediately behind this curiosity, is a 
deep valley, at the head of which is a' 
noble aqueduct, built by Justinian, which 
conveys water to Constantinople. This 
aqueduct forms a fine termination to a 
beautiful landscape, as the mountains 
around the valley are clothed with the 
richest foliagew 

We now entered the charming village of 
Buyukdeiy, the country residence of many 
of theEuropean ambassadorsand merchants. 
This village is preferred to most of the other 
retreats in the neighbourhood of the me- 
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tropolis ; the goodness of the air, and the 
convenience of carriage to town, either by 
land or water, are none of its most inconsi* 
derable advantages; there Is a good carriage 
road to the city. In the middle of theday this 
village, from being open to the south-^ast, 
is much exposed to the heat, but the even- 
ings and mornings compensate for that; 
the evenings are particularly delightfol; 
the quay then becomes the promenade of 
all classes ; the young Franks or Greeks 
serenading their mistresses from their 
barges, heighten the beauty and gaiety of 
the scene. The instruments played on by 
these lovers, are the lyre, the lute, the 
guitar, the violin, and the hautbois; at in- 
tervals the voice is emphatically introduced, 
to which the beat of the oar forms a fine 
cadence. The canal in the evening bcr 
com^s like a mirror. 

Arrived at the inn, we found a simple, 
but wholesome breakfast, prepared for us, 
of which we partook with good appetites ; 
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then again embarking in a f resK boat, w^ 
{NToceeded as we intended^ to the mouth of 
the sea before us, ordering our servant to 
meet us with the boat which brought us 
from Comstantinopte, at the charming yal<- 
ley opposite, called Kuzubajt, where we 
meant to4tiie, that we might have the sa« 
tis&ction of saying, that on the same day 
we break&sted in Europe, and dined in 
Asia. 

Before leaving Buyukdeiy, we visited 
the garden of the Russian palace : this gaih 
den and palace were formerly the property 
of a British merchant ; the garden is upon 
the side of a mountain, which lies behind 
the village, and is, with greait ta^, &ncii» 
fully laid out in walks and plots, as y«ii 
ascend, every one of them presenting to 
the eye something novel and engaging; i^ 
is finely adapted for those ruml fetes which 
have been here the source o£ miidi enjoy- 
Tmot 
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The day was not ahogedier fiivourable 
for going near the mouth of the Black Sea^ 
there was a high swell, as the wind had 
b een strong the day preceding. We pix^ 
ceeded, however, a few miles, passed the 
castles built by Baton de Tott, and saw at 
a distance the Tower of Ovid ; then cross** 
mg the cai)al to Varia,lhe landscapes ex- 
tended down the Asiatic side, to the place 
where we had ordered our equipage to be 
in waitings The current being now in our 
&vour» we made rapid progress, an4 in ^ 
phort time arrived at the delightful spot. 

The valley extends for several miles into 
the country ; it is nemarfeaibly luxuriant* 
being finely watei?ed, and sheltered froa» 
the scorching rays of the sun, by the 
lofty planiMB, oak, ^uid chesnut. To 
this spot the Grand Siguier often makes 
partks, where, on the plain before him, are 
exhibited dancii^, rope-dancing, wrestlii^, 
singii^, and short comedies, by a party ^f 
Jews. 
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On a former occasion, I witnessed one 
of these entertainments, given by the pre- 
sent Vizier, shortly after his instalment, at 
which the Sultan was said to be incog; I 
returned from it highly amused. One 
piece performed at that time was founded 
on a factjWhich occurred a few evenings be- 
fore in Constantinople : the funeral of a Jew 
passing one of the guard-houses in the city, 
a guard, either from curiosity, or with a 
view of extorting some money from the ter- 
rified Jews, stopped the procession, when 
lo! the supposed dead Jew started from the 
bier, as if just awakened from a profound 
sleep, and running off, left his astonished 
friends in the hands of the Turks, who, by 
order of their chief, handled them in a 
very rough manner, for thus attempting 
to deprive the Sultan of a subject Thia 
piece was represented with great spirit, 
and the Turkish guard, in performing theic 
part, seemed to think that they were en- 
gaged in the actual scene, instead of a re^ 
presentation of it. 
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After amusing ourselves with a survey 
of this mountaih-surrounded spot, we pro* 
ceeded to the manufactories of the Sultan, 
lately erected under the superin tendance of 
an English renegado^^ upon quite an Eng- 
lish plan. One is for the mai^ufacture of 
paper, another for that of broad cloth. 
The buildings are very handsonae, and the 
machinery apparency good. In this work 
the Sultan has great merit, as well as the 
renegado. Our servant had judiciously 
chosen a situation from whence we had a 
full view of Buyukdery, Tarapea, and se- 
veral other villages, and villas both Greek 
and Turkish. Here, under a shady oak, 
our carpet was spread, and we regaled in a 
sumptuous manner on a Turkish dinner, 
for we had ordered a pillau, and had some 
fish fried in the fisherman's style. The 
Turks, high and low, are very cleanly, in 
their cookery. I have often looked with 
admiration on the shining dishes in a 
Turkish kitchen. The pillau is their ge- 
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neral food, and may not improperly be 
called their national dish. 

To give our people time to dine, we 
lighted our pipes, and found a flask of Tro- 
jan wine excellent Wrapt in admiration of 
the scenes that surrounded us, not till cofiee 
was handed us, did we reflect on the hour of 
the day. We found now that the shadows 
were l^agthened, and prepared to depart 

Having come up by the west, we now 
continued our course by the east side of 
the canal, by this we found the scene 
wonderfully varied. Although the east 
side is not of itself near so elegant, we had 
now a fuller view of the palaces and gar- 
dens, which in the morning we had been 
too near, to see in all their beauty. We 
made rapid progress, and arrived in sight 
of Scutari and the Seraglio Point, just as 
the sun had abandoned to shade the lower 
objects ; the Jofly and gilded minarets, apd 
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the stately domes, shone bright, inter- 
spersed with the gloomy cypress. With 
the last glimpse of the setting sun we 
stepped (HI shore at Dulmabakshu^ which 
is immediq^tely under a large burying 
ground, that forms the extent of the pro« 
menade of the Christians, where, on a small 
pbt of grass, they repose, snsoke their 
pipes, and drink coffee, having before them 
the Tkw of Scutari town^ the hill of Scu- 
tari, and the habitations of the Sultan's 
new troops, which are built on a point of 
that name. 

We here joined many of our acquain-* 
tance, and with them enjoyed die delight* 
fill prospect, and recounted to them the 
^Xf^its of the day. 
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Arsenal. — Ships. — Public Buildings. -^ 
Girrett. — Kakhana. — Belgrade, -r- Ro~ 
mesa. — Snakes. — r Immense Barracks.-rf 
Pera. 

Constantinople, 1806. 

jgLs a continuation of our excursions, we 
have been visiting Kakhana, or the sweet 
water. We embarked after going to the 
arsenal, but I must say something to you 
respecting it : there is an excellent dock 
here, built by a Swede, a clever fellow ; 
there is at present lying in it a fine three 
decker, called th6 Selim, which is of 
very beautiful construction, and was the 
flag ship of the late Capitan Pacha. The 
water here neither ebbs nor flows, so that 
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when the ships are let into the dock the 
gates are shut, and it is pumped out by 
means of bucket pumps worked by mules. 
About two years ago it was proposed to 
have a steam engine, and a person was 
sent to England on purpose for one, but 
on the death of the Capitan Pacha, which 
took place at that time, the project was 
abandoned. 

The water in all the golden horn is so 
deep, that ships of any draught may 
come close to the shore ; we saw several, 
both ships of the line and frigates at the 
wharf, some careening, others coppering 
and getting their guns and masts on board. 
The Turkish fleet looks very respectable, 
consisting of upwards of forty ships of the 
line and frigates, besides many smaller 
vessels of war. Before the arsenal lay 
five new corvettes ready for'sea, of a very 
pretty fabric, and neatly rigged. 

We proceeded up the water; a little 
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way above tlie arsenal there is a school fot 
seamen, where they are instructed in naval 
tacticS) and lodged when their ships art 
not employed. Farth^ On is a brass 
foundery, where cannon is made^ and here 
are barracks for their artillery men : they 
have also a fortification formed in miiiia« 
tare on the modiel of the fortifications of 
Sweden. There is an extensive royal 
palace near the foundery, which at pre- 
sent is inhabited by a great many jew 
femilies ; it is but a short time ago, that the 
quarter of the town occupied by the jews, 
which is close by, was destroyed by fire, 
smd numbers of them lost their all. The 
humane Selim, when he kamt their situ-^ 
ation, ordered his palace to be tlirowa 
open to receive them, and sent money 
for their support. 

The public worka at Cotistantinople 
are all on the jnortfa aide of the water, 
most probably on ac^count of the ofi*ensive-> 
ness of the mkoke, or perhups, because it 
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was judged less sabject to fire, so de» 
structive in this part of the world. 

Near to the palace and foundeiy just 
mentioned, is a mosque, said to be the 
first built at Constantinople; opposite 
to it is the part of the capital called the 
Fanal^ where the^^ Greek princes have 
their winter residenice-; their housed have 
a paltry appearance, and are painted a 
deep red or chocolate colour, which makes 
them look heavy. 

After passing the public works, many 
palaces line both sides of the canal ; 
those on tl^ south side are elegant and 
extensive, particularly that €i the late 
Valida. 

The water now becomes very narrow, 
and terminates in a charming valley, 
through which runs the smalt river which 
still contimies for a considerable distance, 
navigable for boats% We stopped at « 
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small chiosk of the Sultan's gUard, where 
it is customary to drink coffee ; about a 
mile farther on is a cheerful village, at 
which the Sultan has a small palace in a 
truly romantic situation: in front is a 
fine park, bounded by a well wooded 
mountain; behind it a cascade, formed by 
damming up the water, v^hich is fanci- 
fully arranged into jets d'eaux. 

The park is flanked with many pieces 
of artillery and mortars, for the amuse-* 
ment of the Sultan ; it was here that De 
Tott exercised his men, and fired a royal 
salute of twenty-one guns from a single 
piece, to shew his master how quickly 
he could fire r this park is often the scene 
of equestrian exercises. The girrett, or 
throwing the lance, is a favorite amuse- 
ment with the Turks ; it is performed by 
two horsemen at full speed : the girrett 
is a light stick about six feet long; the 
parties set off, the one in chace of the 
other ; when at a proper distance, be who 
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is in pursuit throws his girrett, aiming at 
the head and shoulders of his companion; 
he then with a dexterity peculiar to the 
Turks, wheels his horse about and gal- 
lops off, whilst he who was thrown at, 
after receiving the blow or seeing the 
girrett pass, wheels round in like manner, 
pursues, and aims in his turn. . After 
this, two others start, and so on, till the 
conclusion of the entertainment. At a 
party of this kind the late vizier lost his 
eye, playing with one of his own slaves. 
It is astonishing with what adroitness, and 
to what a distance a Turk will throw his 
girrett 

We had ordered our horses to meet us 
at this place, which is called Kakhana, 
and proceeded up the valley to Belgrade. 
The pasture is fine all along tlie side of 
the river now become a rivulet ; the prin- 
cipal Turks send their horses here to 
graze before the heat of the season comes 
on. We passed among hundreds of 
VOL. II. r 
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beautiful Arabian coursers ; our road now 
Ijiy over the mountains, or at least, skirt- 
ing them. For several miles we were 
enbosomed in a thick forest, in which 
many robberies have been committed of 
late, b^t against an attack of this kind 
we were well prepared ; we met many a 
suspicious, ill-looking fellow armed for 
the game which abound here, who are 
in general the persons that commit de- 
predations on those who are defenceless, 
but we r^ched the house of our friend 
'Mr. S without accident. 

Belgrade is about two hours ride from 
town; it is situated in the midst of an 
almost impervious forest The origin of 
this village probably was from hunting 
boxes being built here by the lovers of 
sporting, which the forest amply affords. 
The wild boar abounds here, and is larger 
and finer in flavour than in most parts 
where it is to be found. The shooters of 
wild boar, hidden in the foliage of some 
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lofty tree, lie in wait for him in flie dead 
of night, when he knows the boar com^s 
in quest of food ; the noise which he makes 
gives the sportsman warning of his ap- 
proach, and he then takes a delibers^te 
aim. The shooting of wild boar in the 
open field is a dangerous sport, for if the 
animal happens to be only wounded, he 
immediately turns, runs to the spot from 
whence the smoke proceeds, and tears 
in pieces whatever comes in his way : a 
precaution is, however, made use of with 
effect by those who follow this amuse- 
ment ; as soon as they have fired they go 
a few paces to the right or left, and as 
the boar runs straight forward, thus 
escape him. The forest of Belgrade 
abounds with woodcock and pheasant 

Before dinner we walked to the garden 
of the late Mr. Tooke, which although 
small, is laid out with some taste: he 
was at the expense of having fruit tre^s 

F 2 



68 LETTER XXYIII. 

from home ; in' their season he had goose- 
berries and currants of all kinds. 

In the aftenioon we enjoyed a charming 
walk under the shade of some lofty trees, 
whither the Greeks and Armenians resort, 
to form little dinner parties, and make 
kieff, the Turkish expression for making 
merry. We found here several of these 
happy parties, and were ^invited to par- 
take with them, and join in their national 
dance, the romesa, which they perform 
with great spirit : it consists in the com- 
pany holding one another's hands, and 
dancing in a sort of curved line, some- 
times in a circle, he who leads tlie rest 
holding a handkerchief, genemlly richly 
embroidered, which after flourishing about 
with for some time, and making a variety 
of strange gestures, he throws at the feelfc 
of some favored fair, who takes it up and 
then imitates him. The dance is thus 
continued for a length of time; their 
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music is generally the lute or lyre, which 
they always accompany with the voice. 
The throwing of the handkerchief proba- 
bly originated in the belief that the Sultan 
throws one to the lady he chuses to 
select, but I have been assured, even by 
those who had access to the haram, that 
this is a great error. 

The walks around Belgrade are de- 
lightful, and suited to every hour of the 
day, according to the situation of the 
sun ; one by the side of a small lake, 
which forms a reservoir to supply Con- 
stantinople with water, is not the most 
uninteresting. It is generally said that 
Belgrade is less healthy than the other 
villages during the heat of the summer, 
on account of the vicinity of this lake, 
to the evening and night vapours of 
which it is. exposed. Fevers in the 
months of July and August are here very 
prevalent. 
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The milk and butter at Belgrade are 
remarkably good, and attract many vi- 
sitors to it in the spring and autumn. 
Rich flocks browze in the neighbourhood, 
and the vine here yields a delicious wine, 
named by the Armenians, oriental topaz, 
from its beautiful colour. 

The shades of evening brought new 
pleasure ; all was stillness around, save 
that thousands of nightingales were war- 
bling their harmonious strains. 

Snakes and serpents are not uncommon 
in the forest. It is reported, that a few 
years ago, a snake was killed here by a 
sportsman ; it was evidently not a na- 
tive of this part of the world ; it was 
eighteen pikes of twenty-seven inches 
long : when the sportsman saw it, it had 
the head of a human being in its mouth : 
it was exposed in the village as a curiosity; 
I heard the circumstance related by one 
who had seen it there. Snakes of this 
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kind are sometimes found in Persia and 
India, and have been known to kill an ox, 
or even a lion. They conceal themselves 
in a tree, and by some means entice the 
animal underneath it, when they dart 
down, and striking it on the back of the 
neck, kill it at a blo;y ; they then smash 
all the bones, and suck the whole car- 
case into their stomach ; with this they 
lie in a sick state till it is dissolved, and 
during this period become an easy prey 
to those who before had fled from tfiem 
to wait this opportunity. It is probable 
that the snake killed at Belgrade was in 
this condition with the body of the man 
in it which it had destroyed, when the 
sportsman shot it. 

In the evening we returned to Constan- 
tinople by the extensive aqueduct of 
Justinian, which is of very fine architec- 
ture; it is built over a valley, and is 
formed of simple jirches, placed the one 
above the other; it is in such good pre* 
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servation that the fabric appears to be 
quite modern. We took the road which 
leads into that from Buyukdery to' town ; 
it presents little that is interesting 
for several miles, and the country is 
quite barren: the first building that ap* 
pears is an hospital, now converted into 
barracks, in which the first of the new 
troops were collected and drilled by a 
German renegade ; these barracks are in a 
fine airy situation, and have a peep of the 
arsenal : a handsome kiosk is also to be 
geen at no great distance from the road, 
built on the top of a high hill by the late 
Capitan Pacha, and presented by him to 
his brother-in-law, the Sultan: from the 
great height of this kiosk, it is to be seen 
at a considerable distance, of course the 
\iew from it must be grand and com- 
manding. 

We now began to view from afar, the 
lofty, minarets, and in a Ehort time ar* 
rived at the Frank promenade^ the large 
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burying ground. The Sultan is at present 
building bere» on a vast plan» barracks 
for the German soldiery; they are on an 
elegant plan, and when finished will form 
an immense square: three sides will be oc- 
cupied by the foot soldiers, and will be 
sufficiently capacious to contain from 
eight to ten thousand men: the fourth 
side is formed into another square of a 
less size, containing lodging and stabling, 
for a small army of cavalry ; this has a 
tolerably handsome appearance; it is all 
of solid freestone : the largest is formed 
of stone in the first story, and afterwards 
of wood and stone mixed together. The 
Turks have a curious mode of building; 
the roofs of this immense pile were all 
finished before a stone of the wall was 
laid, and were supported by wooden pil- 
lars: it is probable, however, that this 
may be the Armenian method, as all 
their builders and architects are of that 
people. 
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The entrance to Pera is shabby and in* 
convenient; the street is scarcely broad 
enough for a single carriage to pass, and 
when two meet, one of them is obliged 
to go back for a considerable way to find 
a wide spot 

The houses in Pera, although it is 
the habitation of the Franks, are/ with 
the exception of a very few^ built of 
Wood and unbumt brick, and huddled 
together without the least design or 
order. 
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Excursion. — Birds, — Ancient Walls of Con^ 

stantinople. — Cultivation of the Country. 

— Grave of a Martyr.^^Miracles per-- 

formed there. ^^ St. Stephano.-^ Small 

Bridges. 

Constantinople^ 1806. 
W E had been invited by my venerable 

r ■ 

friend Dr. Lorenzo, surgeon to the Sultan, 
to pay a visit to his country seat, called 
St. Stephano, and Saturday last being a 
day on which he found leisure to absent 
himself, which he does only once or twice 
a year, we took an early breakfast with 
him, and to avoid the streets of Pera and 
Galata, descended from his house to 
Tophana^ where we embarked. We 
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rowed up the goMen hom, at present 
filled with several ships ready to enter 
the Black Sea. As we passed close by 
their vessels, we found the Greeks, with 
all the liveliness so prominent in their 
character, singing their love-songs, and 
dancing to the lyre, their favorite and 
national instrument. 

The aquatic birds are abundant on this 
arm of water, never being molested either 
by Turk or Christian. The sea-gull here 
is larger and of a more beautiful plumage 
than I recollect any where to have seen it. 
I was amused with looking at the pigeons, 
which fed with impunity upon several 
large barges loaded with com ; the Turks 
will not allow them to be destroyed, 
saying, " There is enough both for them 
and us ;'* the barges were entirely covered 
with them. 

As horses had been ordered for us by 
the worthy doctor near the south west 
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part of Constantinople, we landed there. 
For about half an hour we rode through 
a street lined with Greek and Turkish 
shops, filled with the finest fruit and 
vegetables; after which, we got into a 
track that led us close under the walls 
of Constantinople, built by Belisarius, in 
an angle of which are shewn the ruins 
of his palace : these walls have been 
once very good, now they are in a state 
of decay, although a little expenditure 
of time and money might still put them 
in useful repair; the moat, which is 
broad, is yet in many places in good 
condition. ' The gate to Adrianople is 
finely situated ; the road to that city is 
advantageously placed before it, and se- 
veral othere branch out; they are all 
causeways, and extend as far as the eye 
can reach over a level country. For a 
considerable time our road lay close by 
the walls, which in many places are co- 
vered with ivy and fig trees; the ditch 
is in general laid into kitchen gardens. 
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in which they have vegetable earlier 
than in other parts of the country round, 
probably from the reflection of the white 
marble walls. 

The Baluck, or first gate where we 
struck off in another direction, is very 
elegant ; its architecture • appears much 
more modern than that of the others ; it 
is immediately above what is called the 
seven towers, now occupied as a more 
severe prison by the Turks. 

We had here a fine view of the sea of 
Marmom i^pon our left, and all around 
us plains of vast extent in a higher state 
of cultivation than I have seen any where 
else in Turkey : the north side of Con- 
stantinople is totally abandoned to na- 
ture» . but from the depth of the soil and 
the fineness of the climate, it might 
with the smallest trouble be made equal 
to the south ; on that side most of the 
gj^andees have what is called their chilQick 
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or farm^ where they go for their amuse- 
ment, and even the Sultan himself has 
several here: this accounts for its being 
in better order than the north, which is 
more contiguous to the habitation of the 
Franks. 

We now drew near a miserable village 
named Balucklee; here is a small Greek 
chapel, and near it is a Christian burying 
ground, in which repose the remains of 
many a martyr, at the grave of one of 
whom, who had his head taken off for 
the faith, many astonishing miracles have 
been, and daily are performed, seme of 
the most wonderful of which I will en- 
deavour to entertain you with, having 
no apprehension that you will think me 
superstitious. A Turk boy, who was 
dumb from his birth, was brought here 
by his mother and some Christians, who, 
it appears, had made a convert of her ; 
after some orations and rites, the youth 
acquired the gift of speech, and went 



so LETTER XXIX. 

home rejoicing. The mussulman father, 
however, after enquiring uito the means 
by which his son had found his speech, 
broke out into a rage, and for his ingra- 
titude the power of utterance was again 
taken from the boy!! 

The doctor, although in many respects 
superior to the absurdities of superstition, 
told us that he recollected many curious 
things that had happened at this grave, 
and among others related the following : 
A Greek or Armenian woman, I forget 
which, had been bed-ridden for several 
years, and attended by all the medical 
men in the metropolis ; Lorenzo himself 
had visited her for a length of time, but all 
to no eflFect; she was, however, as a last 
resource, prevailed on by some zealots to 
allow herself to be carried to pay a visit to 
the grave of this martyr, when, lof after 
many prayers and charities, she was re- 
stored to the use of her limbs, and walked 
home* Lorenzo affirmed that he saw her 
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iome <Ja3rs afterwards, going about in per- 
fect health ; she, that but a few days before 
he had been treating as an incurable 
cripple!! 

A little below Balucklee, on the side 
next the sea, stands a pbwder factory and 
magazine belonging to the Turks; it is 
finely situated for a building of that nature. 
Some months ago, about one hundred 
and fifty rebels advanced as far as this 
manufactory, and the pusillanimous go- 
vernment was so terrified, that it issued 
prders to give them what powder they 
wanted, and even sent them money to in- 
duce them to depart It is proposed now 
to build a small fort near the magazine, to 
prevent visits of this kind in future. 

Our road now lay along the margin of 
tbe sea ; at a little distance some ruins are 
i^isible, but not sufficient to mark what they 
^re be^n; they are, however, apparently 
ancienti from the thickness of the walls* 
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W^ tborfly anhred at St. Stephano, whidi 
is a neat little Tillage close to the sea. It is 
celebrated for its situation » bctng at the 
same time in a fine sporting neighbourhood^ 
eiyoying a charming air, and having fish 
of the finest kinds within a 8tone*s tlurow 
of the shore; it is also fiunous for its 
mushrooms, which are of an excellent 
quality. 

It is probable that Lorenzo bestowed 
this name upon the yiUage, be beii^ a 
natire of Flotence ; he has built a palact 
here, and hss hospitaiity has caused k to 
become the home of sportsmen of the SsM 
rank. Ambassadors fond of that iindgo* 
rating amusementi the chace^ have tiol 
unfi^uently beeft his guests. 

The {dsuas of St. Stef^tio faaylB kmg 
been retiowned for the quality and abun- 
dante of the q^ls/ which come here on 
their passi^ from the Black Sea, or rather 
firom Russia. A good mauksman has 
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been known to bring down in one day 
w hundred and fifty of them: they 
i^e excellent piUiu, and are delicious 
roasted. The woodcoek, partridge, and 
hare, also abound here. 

The old gentleman seemed young again 
when he got his foot on the grass; he is 
»t present about seventy^fhre, and for 
n>ore than fc^rty years has been the first 
surgeon of the seraglio: after dinner 
^nd a short nap, we walked out; he 
took his gun» and actually killed half a 
do^ quails before our return. In the 
^ening he pnoposed a fishing party, 
^Tii while we drank tea die nets were 
laid in the waiter ; the mode of fishing 
here resembles that at Smyrna, only as 
the water is T«ry deep, instead of the 
hollow wood for beating it, they haire a 
thin circular piece of white mai^Ia tied 
to. a cord, which they tlifow in and draw 
along the inside ef the nets, which 
dsbes tlie fish into them* We drew 

a9 
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our nets several timesy and with a rich 
supply of fishy returned to supper and to 
enjoy the conversation of our sage host, 
who for upwards of forty years has 
been admitted into the most private re- 
cesses of the haram, as well as into the 
confidence of the first men of the realm ; 
his anecdotes were curious and entertain- 
ing, but you will excuse my relating any 
of them, as by this means they might 
be made an instrument to work his 
ruin. 

On the morning of the next day, while 
it was still cool, we rode to several villages 
in the neighbourhood, but excepting the 
delightful prospect from them, they af- 
forded nothing worthy our attention* In 
one of them named Floreo, we saw a vase 
with some figures in reUefupon it; it is 
8sdd to have been a lustral font, but to me 
it appeared like an architrave, which h^d 
been hollowed out for the purpose it is 
DOW applied to, namely, beating out 
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. com. Our ride extended as &r as Pouti 
Piccoliy the small bridges , which are built 
over a river and morass of nearly half a mile 
in breadth ; the road to Christendom lies 
by these bridges, and a very strong hold 
might be made here, as it is the only pass 
to Constantinople by land. We found 
here two very strong Turkish guards, one 
to examine travellers, the other to prevent 
smuggling. The village at the bridges is 
miserable ; the inhabitants live chiefly by 
fishing and shooting ducks, which abound 
in the morass ; the country around is rich 
and well cultivated. 

At the hour of dinner we found assem- 
bled our whole party, who during the 
morning had separated to pursue thosie 
amusements which best suited their 
tastek 
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Selim Illj^^Improvements in ConstarUhuh 
, phi — Abolition of Proiections.'^Accii' 

mulation qf evils from granting them. 

'•^Chiosks.'r^Return to Constantino/pie. 

Constantinople, 180^ 

After dinner at St Stephano, having 
fallen upon a darling theme, our oon- 
versation became veiy interesting; the 
Sultan Selim, formed the sulyect The 
worthy doctor had nursed him on his? 
knee, and saved his life in his maturer 
years: more than once he had restored 
him from the effects of poison, and had 
so often experienced his gratitude, that 
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it wa^ no wonder he should be eloqaent m 
his praise. 

In the character of Selhn we perceive 
none of that haughtiness and thirst for 
blood whidi' for ages has disgraced the 
Turkish name; he is afiahle and in* 
dulg^t ; the Turkish crescent, which has 
for some time been on the wane, seems 
now under his wise government to be 
increasing, and should he be succeeded by 
^ prince of the same disposition, it is to 
be hoped that the goreroment of this 
country will again riae into spkndor» 
contrary to the expectations of all Europe. 
Selim has, like his ancestor, seen the evil 
caused by die janizaries, and has followed 
the plan of Mustapha in raising the 
new troops according to the method 
adopted by the Christians ; these troops 
liow exceed sixty thousand, are instructs 
ed in the European tactics, and less en* 
cundiered with dress imd asms than tlie 
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janizaries: recruiting goes on rapidly, 
and it is generally expected that in a 
short time Selim will be able to throw 
off that yoke which so long burdened 
his predecessors : the new troops have 
barracks built for them, and are kept 
entirely distinct from the inhabitants; 
they are also well paid, and every neces* 
sary encouragement is given in order to 
attach them to their sovereign. 

The state of the arsenal and the fleet, 
emerging from irr^ularity and confusion 
into respectability and usefulness, the 
press being established in direct defiance 
of Mahometan superstition, the erection 
of factories for the fabrk: of many articles 
of utility, and the encouragement given 
to several branches of trade in the subr 
uibs, are no small steps toward improve* 
ment. But the principal means by 
which the Sultan at once enriches and 
strengthens his empire, is his disallowing 
the ambassadors of other nations at his 
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court to grant foreign protections to his 
subjects. 

In 1305, it was computed that Russia 
alone gave protection to 80,000 Turkish 
subjects: from time immemorial it has 
been the custom of foreign ambassadors 
at the Porte to sell their protections to 
the subjects of it, by which they were 
released from the avanies, or extortions of 
the government, to which every indivi- 
dual was liable; they. were judged by the 
laws of that country whose ambassador 
protected them, and paid custom for their 
goods as if they had been subjects of 
the government by which he was em« 
ployed. The rajahs were likewise al- 
lowed the privilege of wearing yellow 
slippers, which they prized more than 
any other benefit which could accrue te 
them from their protection. 

The abuse of protections bad been car- 
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ried to such an extreme, that the only 
subjects of the Porte were now the low 
and vile, who had not wherewithal to 
purchase one. The head money paid by 
lajahs was dwindling into nothing, and 
revenue in many respects became a per£^t 
trifle, yet the evil ^\d not stop here; 
scarcely a Greek ship sailed that did 
not bear the colours of some Frank na- 
tion, and hardly a seaman remained in the 
state that was not Russian. The danger 
became formidable with the evil, for in 
the event of a rupture with Russia, a 
thing not at all improbable, the Turks 
stood deserted Without men, without 
resources. Selim III. abolished thifii 
traffic of protections, and declared that 
he himself would be the guardian of this 
subjects, and would allow none else this 
privilege: he further resolved that no 
one should enjoy the protection of am^ 
bassadors, but those who vfere actually 
^employed as dragomen or ^ like,, at 
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the Mferent Scales in the Levant, and 
decreed that diey should reside at the 
port or place which their firman bore. 

The firmness with which Sefim adhered 
to this determination astonished all (he 
Europeans ; they declared that they would 
rather go to war with all the world than 
abandon their established custom. 

The ambassadors and dragomen aised 
all their rhetoric in vain ; they were me- 
traced and threatened, and finally a firman 
was issued establishing the Sultan*s de- 
cree, and a proclamation declaring in 
what manner his subjects should be pror 
tected. 

By this act the Porte sensibly wounded 
the feelings both of Ambassadors and 
dragomen, for excepting the British, peo- 
ple from every nation disposed of pro- 
tections, and the emoluments arising 
therefrom, particularly to the dragomen, 
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were immense, not only from the sale 
of them, but because they likewise pro- 
tected the purchasers in their neferious 
practices, for which great fees were ne- 
cessarily paid. 

The British nation under the ambassa- 
dorship of Mr. Liston, discontinued the 
custom of granting protections, and since 
then, with the exception of a few in- 
stances, it has never again been adopted. 

The Porte has also shewn great firm- 
ness in maintaining a neutrality in the 
present contest, although urged to war 
by both parties. The Ottoman Porte 
likewise was one of the last governments 
which acknowledged the Corsican usurper 
lor an emperor. 

In conversations on subjects such as 
the above, we passed the afternoon; in 
the evenuig the party adjourned to a de- 
lightful garden, made by the doctor at a 
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great expense, that he might here enjoy his 
kiosk when the heat of the day was over : 
I believe I have not mentioned to you 
what a kiosk is: it is a kind of summer- 
hoyse, placed generally in an elevated 
[Htuation commanding some fine pros- 
pect; the windows are so arranged, as 
to exclude the rays of the sun^ and ad« 
mit the cooling breeze ; there are sofas 
around the room to recline on. Below 
was a flower garden which sent up a 
delicious perfume, and in the middle of 
it was a cistern full of gold and silver 
jfish. „Tbe Turks spend a great deal 
of time in their kiosks, and some of 
them are fitted up in a very magnificent 
mann^. 

. On Monday morning before sun-rise 
we embarked in the doctor's barge, and 
returned home by water. 

The wind had been northerly for some 
tim^ and the ships for the Black Sea^ 
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were lyii^ in great numbers all the way 
from St Stephana to CoD^ntinopIe, 
watting a favorable breese to cany them 
round the Seraglio Point, or through 
the Bosphorus. We went on board a 
Venetian vessel to break&st, and in hoxmt 
of our friend the Doctor, were saluted bj 
every gun she bad: the Venetians are 
very fond of paying thb kind of com- 
pliment to people they respect 

After a small collation in a clean cabin 
we again entered our barge, and rowed 
up under the bfty walls of the seraglio, 
which afibrded little that was interestmg. 

The north wind ^ generally prevails 
during the spring and summer months, 
which frequently makes the voyage tQ 
the Black Sea long and tedious; I have 
known ships to Ue from June to Octo* 
ber before they could get through the 
BesphoTus, though it appears* to me that 
it would be to difficult nuitter to by 
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warping chains through the currents: 
early m the spring and autumn the south 
wind takes, but even then it is often so 
slight, that a vessel can scarcely stem 
the current. 



96 LETTER XXXt* 



LETTER XXXL 



Scutari. — Print f'ng Office. — Turkish Gene-^ 
ral. — Barracks. — Princes Islands.'^ 
Brusa. 

Constantinople* 1806. 

IT E parted from the doctor at the Se- 
raglio Point, and crossing the canal, 
landed at Scutari, under the tower 
of Leander; this tower is built upon a 
rock near the east side of the canal, im- 
mediately opposite to Tophana, and forms 
a small guard-house, and something like 
a little fortification: why it is called 
Leander's Tower I cannot tell, as it is 
well known that the place where Leander 
and Hero carried on their amours is £ir- 
ther to the Southward. 
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We landeil at that part of Scutari 
where the Grand Signor has built a 
mole for the delivery of small vessels, and 
for the landing of boats; this little mole 
is very neat, and the raising it must 
have been a considerable expense, as the 
stones have been brought from a great 
distance. 

Immediately from this mole arises the 
hill on which stands Scutari, a fine wide 
street regularly built, and well paved ; 
the houses are principally laid out 
for manufactories; the under or ground 
floor for weaving shops, and the stoiy 
above for the dwellings of the weavers; 
they manufacture a sort of silk stuff used 
by the orientals for vests and under gar- 
ments; it is wrought in a very supe- 
rior style and brocaded with gold and 
silver flowers. In Constantinople and 
its environs there are at present nearly 
ten thousand looms at work upon thia 

and other inferior articles : this must yield 

• 
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no small profit to the sti^, a$ the iiu!^te- 
rials of which they are made are chiefly 
the produce of ^the country- 

Farther up in this new town is the 
printing-office, established, ^ I have be-« 
fore mentioned, by the reigning Sultan* 
in direct contradiction to the ruling super-* 
stition of his people; it is upon a pretty 
extensive plan for the beginning of a 
building of the kind; there are at present 
^bout ten pressi^ going. Several persons 
aire employed in tr^slating useful books, 
and many are already j^nted in a very 
beautiful manner upon the paper i^ade 
at the Sultaii^i manufactory uppn the 
canal, wd before leaving the office aro 
bwnd either richfy qr plainly, according 
tp the taste of the purchaser. Books of 
geography are printed^ and also maps of 
all the different parts of the world, pietty 
accurately, in the Turkish character^^ 
We saw besides, Captain Cook's voyag^^ 
and the Element^ oi ElucUd, in quarto : not 
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being veHKd Id the Turkish language, w« 
could not judge if they wane well trans- 
latedy but the translator being a man of 
great abilities, there is little doubt but 
that he has done justice to his countryman 
Ckx>k. It is generally supposed that 
justice has been done to Euclid. 

Besides the manufactories already men^ 
tioned, we found that many others equally 
useful, are carried on at Scutari ; they print 
and dye an immense quantity of India, 
British, and German muslins, here and all 
over the enrirons of the capital: they 
make charming colours, which are mor* 
durable than those in almost any other 
country. 

We called on the surgeon oi the new 
troops, with whom I was a little ac<* 
quainted ; he was so good as to introduce 
us to the general who commanded them. 
We found this man something superii^r to 
the greater part of the Turks; he was 

h2 
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tolerably well informed, and spoke a little 
Greek and Italian ; he is very fond of the 
English, and liked much to talk about 
England; on politics he spoke with seem- 
ing judgment. The armoury of the ge- 
neral is very grand ; he appears fond of 
displaying, his arms, and brought out 
some English pistols of fine workmanship, 
and also a pair made at a n>anu£ciCtory in 
Turkey, which were not amiss : he shewed 
us several Damascus swords, but we were 
most gratified with viewing the sword of 
the famous Khouli Khan, which had been 
presented to him by the late mother of this 
master; it is either the manufacture of 
Damascus, or some part in Persia ; it is 
rather longer and less curv^ than those 
so much esteemed in Turkey, and is about 
three times their weight. ' 

• ' . t. • 

After passing half an houc with the 

general, and visiting his stud of horses, 

in which we saw many beautiful Arabian 

coursers, we went to the barracks^ whfch 
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Stand on a promontory immediately op- 
posite the seraglio point, in a most: 
healthy situation; before entering them, 
we took coffee at an el^ant coifee-house 
bailt for the use of the troops, and were 
here introduced to a brother of the general, 
from whom we had just paited; he com- 
mands a body of cavalry at present sta- 
tioned in Scutari : both he and the general 
are fine-looking men. 

• The barracks form three sides of a 
square, having in front a spacious field 
for exercising the troops, at the bottom of 
t)^hich the Sultan has a kiosk, where hs 
sits and sees their evolutions. 

These barracks are very extensive, and 
capable of containing many thousatids; 
we walked through one wing, which was 
very clean and well aired ; tiiey are built 
of brick and stone, and covered in with 
tiles, which are generally used' in Turkey. 
Behind thiem, Selim, who omits nothing 
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which mfty tend to attadi his new troops 
to him, has erected an elegant mosque for 
their use; in short, nothing se^us wanting 
to render them healthy and comfortable. 
There is a fine view from the hill behind 
Scutari, but as a cloud then hung upon it, 
we contented ourselves with what we saw 
fix>m the kiosk of the Sultan* Fnxn the 
point of Scutari, Constantinople has a 
charming effect, rising like an amphU 
theatre, crowned with lofty mountains and 
majestic domes, where SL Sophia stands 
queen among the churches. 

The Prince's Idands are at no great 
distance from Scutari, and appear to be 
enchanting spots ; the air at them is fine, 
and esteemed beneficial in pulmonary 
complaints, although considered too thin 
by some of the medical nousn. Many oi 
die Greek princes have palaces at the 
inlands, but v^y few Franks visit them» 
excepting ia the way of excursions : those 
attached tx> the FrendL nation havt 8unv> 
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mer residences here, as they followed 
their ambassador, Who, utitil lately, at 
ways took up his abode in them in that 
seaisoti; of late, however, he has passed 
the summer months at Tarapea, 

Mount Olympus, ift Natdia, is sefen 
clearly from Scutari, its summit rising 
ttajestically above the clouds; at the foot 
<rf it is the city of Brusa, fetnous now btily 
for the great quantities of silk stuifs miad6 
at it; you recollect it was formerly thfe 
capital of the Turks: tieat Bttx^ are se* 
veral h6t springs, much resorted to 06 
account of their itiedicinal qualities; they 
likewise make use of a turious kmd of 
bath near the foot of the mouatain ; a pit 
is dug in the sand, which is hot and highly 
impregnated trith nitre; the paftient Is 
put into the pit, and covered with sand 
up to the chin; here he continues for 
sometime, after which he is taken out, 
and carried to a warm water bath heated 
by nature. This kind of burying alive is 
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reckoned good for rheumatism, scrophula, 
and nervous complaints. 

We returned from Scutari by the road 
we came, and were accompanied in our 
descent by the surgeon, who invited us 
to stop at a small coffee-bouse near the 
water side, where he ordered, from a man 
who came out to serve us, coffee and 
pipes; we smoked our pipes and drank 
our coffee, after which I paid the usual 
charge for the coffiee, six paras for three 
cups, about twopence halfpenny of Eng- 
lish money; the surgeon then told me, 
that the man who waited on us was the 
first major of the new troops. 

We arrived at home without meeting 
any thing else worth mentioning. 
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Ttirkish Baths.-^ Amusements of the Turks. 
'^^Jealousy^ from whence arising. — Pt£- 
nishment of Intrigues.'-^Carosman Oglu. 

Constantinople, 1806. 

1 HIS evening we resolved to try the 
Turkish bath, an account 'of which may 
perhaps amuse you ; we arrived at it at a 
time when it was free of company, of 
course we had more leisure to examine 
it. 

The baths in Turkey are mostly all on 
the same plan, although some may be 
finer than others: every person of any 
pote has one in bis own house, but the 
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public baths are in general more esteemed 
than the private ones» on account of their 
being kept warm throughout the year, 
whereas the others are heated only when 
occasion requires. 

On entering the bath, we were con- 
ducted into a large hall, on the sides of 
which benches are mised about two feet 
from the floor, long enough for a matrass ; 
here we undressed, and were each served 
with a sash to tie round us when we took 
off our clothes ; the heat of this first room 
was moderate. We were then cbndutt^ 
ii^to another a degree warmer, and lastly 
;to an inner one, which was heated consi* 
deraUy. These rooms ate \^armed by 
stoves, and vaulted in the r66f the bettet 
to retain the heat ; the respiration room, 
or inner one, has a slab of marble raised 
up in the middle of it, large enough for 
several people to lie on; imihediately 
onder it is the stove, fires from which g6 
round the apartment ; it is likewise fur- 



CONST A19TINOPLE. 107 

nished with basons, each of which is 
supplied with a cock of warm and cold 
water. 

On the marble table it is necessaiy to 
lie down and perspire for at least half an 
ikour ; a servant then comes and traces 
the muscles of the limbs, and sett all the 
joints in order; after this operation (not 
the most pleasant one in the world, as he 
makes all the joints crack), he with a 
hair cloth, like what we use for cleaning 
horsee, rubbed us down, drawing from 
the skin a sort of calcareous matter in 
incredible quantities ; the substance came 
off in rolls as tliick as macaroni: the 
body being completely cleansed of this 
impurity, we proceeded to the basons, 
where we were washed with seap and 
warm water from head to foot with a fine 
sponge. 

After this washing, a linen sheet was 
thrown over us, and we retired to the 
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hall^ where matrasses were prepared with 
clean linen» and we lay down on these 
until the body returned to its usual 
temperature. 

The bath is a .very great luxury ; the 
body {eels relieved by it, and the joints 
and sinews more elastic; the orientals, 
both male and female, indulge much in 
it; the ladies make it a place of great 
recreation, they form parties to go and 
pass whole days in the luxury of washing 
themselves and plaiting their hair, which 
is beautiful and very luxuriant ; they are 
verj' careful of it, and form it into a 
hundred tresses; auburn is the prevailing 
colour. 

The Turkish bath used in moderation 
is certaihiy beneficial; but the females 
indulge in it to such an excess, that their 
solids are relaxed, and their flesh appears 
as if it Were falling from their bones ; the 
ineny who make use of the bath only mo- 
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derately, -enjoy good health, and their 
flesh is firm. 



The amusements of the Turks are but 
few and trifling ; they play no game for 
money, although they are fond of chess 
and bsickgammon, and a game played 
with shells: they but seldom ride or walk 
• for amusement The ladies pass their 
time in the harafuy in music, dancing* 
and embroidery ; when they are allowed 
to take the air, it is generally in an 
araba, a kind of open car, covered only 
on the top with a carpet as a shelter from 
the sun and the rain ; it is-drawn by a pair 
of ox^n : in this they are very gay, beating 
a kind of kettle-drum, playing the tam**^ 
bourine, and sometimes singing in a very 
pleasing manner. 

They often make little parties on the 
grass, where they spread their carpet, 
and draw forth some cold collation: thdr 
husbands seldom accompany them on 
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these excursions, but this proceeds more 
from indifference than jealousy. 

The jealousy of the Turks arsies rather 
from a religious principle, than from any 
tendency to it in their disposition; for I 
have seldom heard of their being jealous 
of one another. 

In former times, wh^n a Christian was 
detected in an amour with a Turkish 
woman, if he chose to become a Turk, 
he was allowed to marry her— if not, his 
head was the price of his folly ; now, if 
discovered, he is beheaded, and the part- 
ner of his fault is tied in a sack, and 
thrown into the sea. . Not long ago, a 
Greek was suspected of an intrigue ; spies 
were placed about him, and to one of 
his best friends, as he thought him, he 
divulged the secrets of his heart: he 
wad immediately arrested, and his head 
cut off; the woman was drowned in the 
canal* 
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I have heard of a striking example of 
this kind. The great Carosman OgIu» 
prince of Natolia, drowned his sister, for 
having an amour with a Greek, saying, 
" forced believers believe nothing." 
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Bdzars, — Banns, — Htppodrome.^^Ohelisks. 
-r- Cisieins . — St Sophia. — Kibab. — 
Opium Eaten. — Magicians^ — Dervises. 

ConstaDtinople, I8O6. 

W E appropriated this day to a ramble 
through Constantinople, to visit the 
Bazars, Hanns, the Hippodrome, St. 
Sophia, and the cisterns; and that we 
might not be under the necessity of re- 
turning home the whole day, we proposed 
dining in the Turkish style on kibab and 
saliad. 

The morning was fine, and having 
crossed the water» we landed at Ba tuck- 
bazar, or the fitst market; in order to 
avoid the immense crouds that are con- 
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tiimally passing and re-passing to the 
water side, we struck through ihe court 
of a small mosque which stands near it ; 
this nu)sque has nothing about it to attract 
the attention, if I except its standing on 
a clear space, in the midst of a multitude 
of buildings, and the abundance of water 
which gushed from its fount. 

The streets of Constantinople are very 
narrow and remarkably dirty ; dead dogs 
lie in great numbers in them, and living 
ones swarm at every corner. 

The Panns or Khans, are large build' 
ings of stone ; some of them are great 
squares,. and are several stories high: in 
these the merchants, whether residents 
or occasional comers, have fire-proof 
warehouses, in which to deposit their 
property. We paid a visit to Janni 
Kh^n, which consists of three squares; 
in this dwelt a Polonese of my acquaint-? 
ance, who dealt in amber; he shewed 

TOL. XI. I 
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US many pieces of it, which were very 
curious; the trade in amber at Con- 
stantihople is considerable; it is in ge- 
neral carried on by Poles, to whom it 
is sent to an incredible amount from their 
own country ; my friend had just received 
a caravan, as it is called, worth 300,000 
piastres, or <£20,000 sterling. The Turk- 
ish pipes are adorned with this gum ; an 
amber mouth- piece of a proper size and 
colour, will bring as high as 5000 piastres; 
die amber most esteemed is of a light 
lemon colour, not transparent, and all 
of one shade. It is said that amber is a 
Bon-conductor ; all smoke promiscuously 
out of the same pipe, even in the time 
wheii the plague rages, and receive no 
injury thereby ; but as there has been no 
plague to any great degree here since my 
arrival, I have not had an opportunity 
of making the experiment, even though L, 
had possessed the inclination. The 
Turkish pipes are frequently very costly, 
sometimes they are mounted with dia- 
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tnondr, and a mounting of pearls is qidt^ 
common; Ihe Turlcs set great valuer 
on them^ and they descend from father 
to son like their jewels. 

We took coffee and pipes -with out 
Polish fi-iend, and he . acCoifipanied uB 
in our ramble through the Bazars. 

Baaars I have already told you» ale 
market places, where ai'titjles of everf 
Inscription are exposed to sale; they here 
ibrm many streets, and be^i^g all covered 
in, afford no Unpleasant Walks during the 
heat of the day, or in bad weather; they 
are all fire-proof, afid seld<yfti or nev^ 
suffer by tfiat destruotlve element, unk^ 
it is kindled by incendiaries. 

The Bazar of arms is a gratifying sight; 

tit forms a square, the inside of which is 

intersected by several regular streets; in 

these are exposed every species of arn^; 
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we sanvr here abundance of Damascus 
swords, and plenty of Circasaian bows and ' 
arrows. The Bazar of jewels is also very 
extensive; as the orientals make great 
use of precious stones, particularly dia- 
monds, this Bazar is extremely rich. We 
paid a visit to a jeweller; he shewed us 
diamonds, rubies, and pearls to an im« 
mense amoUi^t, as likewise several tur- 
quoises, but these are by no means so 
plenty, so pretty, or so n^uch valued as 
they are in Christendom. In the Bazar 
of India shawls, called Labour shawls, 
we saw some of very great value, and of 
the most beautiful colour and texture; 
that in which rich stuffs are sold is 
dazzling to the eye; whole streets are 
lined with costly brocade of silver and 
gold, and of the most lively colours. 
The air throughout all the Bazars was 
scented with the most delicate per- 
fumes, proceeding from that quarter where 
odours are sold; a gentle breeze added 
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to this the sweet scented aloes wood^ 
which the Turks delight to burn in thci^ 
pipes. 

The Bazars are shut up every evening 
at an early hour, and no one is allowed 
to remain in then) but the guard which 
patroles there through the night, to pre- 
vent fire and robbery : during the day the 
^merchant with the greatest safety leaves 
his shop in the hands of his neighbour, 
or simply with a net drawn across, when 
called away to attend any other business ; 
the shops are all raised like the table of 
a tailor, the merchant sils cross-legged 
upon a table in front, and his goods are 
exposed on shelves behind him. All 
descriptions of people here sit cross-legged 
at work, from the smith at his anvil, to 
the carpenter with his saw. 

The Bazar of slaves is a most shocking 
place ; they are backward at exposing 
their slaves to infidels ; the iair slaves are 
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Jcept confined, and never shewn but to 
purchasers, when they are turned out to 
be exposed to the rude hand and eye of 
insulting barbarity. We saw only a few 
black women. 

■ 

.. You have heard much of the Hippo- 
drome at Constantinople; it is a large 
equestrian square of 1S75 feet in length, 
and 250 in breadth ; its sides are very 
irregular. On the eastern side the Sultan 
Achmet, built one of the finest mosques 
in Turkey ; the western is occupied in 
part by a palace almost in ruins^ in a 
quarter of which the Sultan keeps some 
of his wild beasts; we found here two 
fine lions, and some tigers of a very 
targe size: near the south end of the 
square ,. stand the remains of a triple 
brazen serpent, supposed to have been 
the tripod which stood over the mephitic 
air in the temple of the Delphi; the 
serpent has lost his heads, which were 
striick pff with '^ battle axe by Mahomet 
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the Second, in order to shew his prowess. 
Near the centre of the square stand two 
obelisks of granite, one of them of very 
fine workmanship, with several hiero- 
glyphic figures on it in a perfect state, 
which is wonderful in a country, where 
from a religious persuasion, every sort of 
sculpture is defaced. The other is much 
decayed ; the pedestals of both are of 
white marble, and have been finely 
wrought in. relief, but these the barba*- 
rians have mutilated in a terrible man-- 
ner, and the inscriptions are totally ob- 
literated, so that now every thing is left 
to conjecture relative to their origin. 
These three relics of antiquity are said 
to have been brought here by Constantine 
the Great. 

Not iar from the Hippodrome are the 
remains of a large cistern, which it is sup- 
posed was for containing a supply of 
water in the city, in case of a siege, but 
this must be an erxooeous idea, as the 
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water which surrounds it could easily be 
used in cases of emergency. Part of this 
cistern is now used for the spinning of 
silk, the roof of which is supported by 
300 pillars of white marble ; near this 
is another piece of the same size, and the 
architecture and the level being likewise 
the same, it is to be presumed that they 
are both portions of one great whole, of 
which many parts are filled up, or un- 
opened ; the descent to these is by a 
stair of seventy steps, some of stone and 
some of wood. 

Near the cistern is a tower of por- 
phyry, of considerable, height, which has 
been much shaken by thunder or earth- 
quake ; it is now girt about by hoops of 
brass : I have heard it said that the jews 
made a purchase of this tower for the 
value of the stone, but that they found 
it so strongly jointed together that it was 
impossible to take it asunder without 
breaking it in pieces, and that after many 
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fruitless attempts the Turks obliged them 
to hoop it together as it now stands. 

We were not fortunate enough to get 
admission into the famous church of St. 
Sophia, which seems to have served as a 
model for all the fine churches in Con- 
stantinople: it stands near the gate of the 
Seraglio called the Sublime Porte ; I have 
taken the following description of it from 
an Italian author. 

" St Sophia is a mosque justly esteem^ 
ed amongst the most valuable treasures 
about Constantinople. Constantine the 
Great built this temple in honor of the 
divine wisdom, and dedicated it to St. 
Sophia. In a dreadful sedition whi«h 
arose in the capital, St Sophia viras demo^ 
lished and almost reduced to ashes: the 
emperor Justinian, anxious for its pre- 
servation, re-built it with greater sump** 
tuousness^ and elegance; it has eight 
entrances, including the porch of St. 
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the Alcoran, which being made in the 
form of a flag, hangs from one of the 
columns: this piece of cloth was once 
part of the lining of a rich carpet which 
form8 the door curtain of the mosque at 
Mecca." 

The porch of St. Sophia, in which, the 
patriarch of Constatitinopie was wont to 
perform divine service, is now occupied 
for the same purpose by the Turks ; near 
it stand the Alcoran and other books 
which contain prayers to be recited on 
certain days and hours. The church has 
four towers^ in which there used to be 
bells of a very great height, and of re* 
markably small diameter, near the sum* 
■mit, which is of brass gilt, they have a 
little balcony, from which the musaim 
or priest calls the five hours of prayer. 

St Sophia has fountains and baths near 
it, at which the mus^ulmen perform the 
ablutions commanded in their law. 
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In honour of the Turks it must be said, 
that, although now a Turkish mosque, 
St Sophia retains all the revenue which it 
, enjoyed when a Christian church, and 
this is immense. Even Mahomet the 
Second, conqueror of Constantinople, al* 
though his treasury was exhausted hy 
tedious wars, never infringed upon it. It 
was said, that, in 1738, it exceeded fifty 
thousand pounds : it is drawn from lands 
and palaces, besides large sums paid by 
the Sultan, which were formerly given by 
the Greek emperors and princes ibr the 
privilege of l)uilding churches ; this re- 
veuue is employed in keeping the temple 
in repair, and in cleaning it ; in paying 
those who perform service in it ; in tlie 
education of youth ; and in daily charities 
to an immense number of destitute poor. 
The surplus is put into a case, and is 
called the sacred treasure ; it is afterwards 
employed in useful purposes. 

It is the duty of the Sultan to go to 
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St Sophia the first Friday x)f every moon : 

Friday, you know, is the day of the 

week which mui^ulnien devote to the 

service of God. The usual mode in which 

the Sultans go is on horseback, but when 

young it is not unccnmnon for them to 

walk thither. St Sophkt being so near 

the gate- of the seraglio, Sdim has of late 

preferred going to a mosque at a greater 

distance, that his subjects might have a 

bettcir view of their prince. When he was 

in the habit of going to St. Sophia, the 

cavalcade was »:arcdy in motion before it 

reached the church, which occasioi^ 

much inconvenience, and obHged the 

spectators to huddle together, insomudi 

that ttiany were hurt 

The Sultan goes every Fri&iy, if in 
health, to public worship, and more than 
once a tumult has arisen when a fortnight 
has elapsed without his shewing himself 
publicly to his people, lest he should 
have been pwoned or imprisoned. 
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We were now tired of wandering about^ 
and felt inclined to retire to some comer 
to take our Turkish dinner; a cook-shop 
soon presented itself, and we entered and 
ordered kibab and sallad: we found se- 
veral Turks at dinner^ each with a smalt 
stool before him, covered with a large 
tinned plate, eating his favorite national 
dish. To make kibab, they mince very fine 
the fleshy part of mutton, with which they 
mix spicery and herbs, and then stick it 
on small skewers; these skewers are then 
himg in a kind of oven, which' opens at 
the top; the kibab is occasionally basted 
with a savoury sauce, and when suffi- 
ciently baked is brought' to table ; bread 
is then laid in slices on a* large plat^, and 
the kibab put upon it, and some, by way 
of improvement, pour yahourh (a kind of 
sour cream) over the whole, which makes 
it very good. We had some done botli 
ways, and upon th^t and a fine sallad 
made a most hearty dinner. From this 
description of kibab you may imagine it 
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is an excellent dish; I have often met with 
it in French femilies, where it is tied up 
in paper, and roasted; but *the other is 
fiir superior, and is made better in cook- 
shops than in private houses. Our repast 
was washed down with a cup of sherbet, 
perfumed with rose water.. 

Sherbet is made by pouring water on a 
paste formed of dried raisins; it is very 
pleasant in'' warm weather, and is the 
common beverage with the mussulmen, 
who drink neither wine nor strong liquors : 
they prepare sherbet in different ways, 
that is, they put in other ingredients, but 
I believe the paste is always the principal 
article. 

During dinner, we were much amused 
by the gestures of a story-teller, who 
excited in no small degree the risible 
faculties of his countrynaen. We, how- 
ever, could not partake in the humour of 
his story, although the pantomime was 
very entertaining. 
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After d rimer we made an attempt to 
see some opiitm eaters; but though we 
fell in with two or three of them, yet 
none of them chose to eat any at that 
time. Some of these fellows Will swal- 
low, one after another, three pills of 
opium each as large as a horse-bean ; they 
drink a gla^s of water after each pill, and 
then some fall into convulsions; they 
are most pitiful looking beings, their com- 
plexions are sallow and sickly, their faces 
are distorted, their eyes hollow, and they 
are chronic Jn all their joints. It is quite 
a mistaken idea that all Turks take opium; 
very few indeed use it, and those who do 
are regarded as drunkards are in Great 
Britain, a disgrace to thertiselves and 
socictv. 

m 

The Turks have great faith in magi- 
cians ; they are resorted to oil all occasions, 
atid it is astonishing with what credulity 
they are believed in, from the Sultan to 
the lowest of iiis slaves. 

VOL, XI. It' 
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On our return from Constantinople, we 
descended to the water side by tlie Bazar 
where tobacco is sold, on purpose to see 
some magicians, who.commonly sit there: 
that we might not be observed, we entered 
a tobacco shop, and got pipes; nearly 
-opposite us were two sturdy fellows, with 
green turbans, which denote them to be 
descendants of Mahomet, sitting cross- 
legged on a low bench : a number of fe- 
males were standing at no great distance 
waiting for advice. Before each of the 
magicians sat a woman with her head in 
his lap telling her complaint, whilst' he 
kept his hands on her head, feeling her 
temples and forehead, and muttering 
somewhat which only she could hear ; 
when he had done this, the lady arose, 
gave him money, and walked off to make 
room for the next. These men, besides 
solving curious questions, I am told, give 
advice in physic, and perfonn cures by 
magic. 

V 

In our descent we met with several 
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dervises, another set of strange artful 
beings, who perform tricks with great 
still and dexterity; they in general feign 
a sort of derangement, but here they are 
prohibited from those acts of brutality, 
which, in other places, they commit with 
impunity. 

A friend of mine lately played a droll 
trick on two dervises, whom he had en- 
gaged to amuse a party of friends with 
their feats: he had in his house an ex- 
cellent electrifying machine, from ^hich 
he had conducting wires into his sitting- 
' room, and for that night to the part of 
the sopha on which the dervises sat : after 
they had performed a great variety of 
tricks, stuck several needles in their eyes, 
&c. he began tb display his skill, and 
discharged such a quantity of electric 
fluid, that the poor religioni were sadly 
disconcerted ; they, however, resumed 
their tranquillity, and were proceeding to 
fill their pipes, but these, alas! they were 

K 2 
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not permitted to eiyoy , for a second shock 
made them start to tUeir feet, an4 run out 
of the house, crying the dievil was certaii^y 
there, and no inducement could prevail 
on them s^gain to enter it. 
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trance of the D&rvises. — Singuldr Instra^ 
ments which they use. 

Constantinople, ld06. 

1 CANNOT quit Constantinople without 
giving you an account of a curious 
etitettainmetit whicii I witnessed last 
Friday. 

In company with some friends, I w^nt 
to a small mosque in the road from Perdf 
to Galata, to see the sacred dance of the 
I>ervises, which really afforded us great 
axHHsemtDt The mosque, chapel, or 
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dancing-room, for I know not which of 
these titles is the best suited to it, was of 
a circular form ; we sat in a small gallery, 
in which was stationed the music; this 
consisted of two pair of small kettle drums, 
and four reeds or kind of flutes; the music 
of .thesfe reeds was very sweet and soft, 
and some most melodious airs were played 
im them by dervises. Opposite the door, 
at the extremity of the circle, sat upon a 
cushion the chief of the dancing party : in 
a short time, a number of dervises, with 
long flowing robes like petticoats, and 
high caps like sugar loaves on their heads, 
came in, and walked in procession round 
the room with their hands crossed upon 
their breasts, each saluting their chief as 
they passed him with a grand incurvation 
of the body, so that the sugar-loaf almost 
kissed the ground: after parading thus 
about three or four times, every one as he 
passed wheeled round upon his heel, and 
twirled like a top ; the loose robes became 
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filled with air, and made a most grotesque 
appearance. This twirling continued 
without intermission, when all at one mo- 
ment ceased, and went again, as before, 
in procession round the room several 
times'; the twirling then commenced again, 
and lasted at least a quarter of an 
hour: these ceremonies were repeated 
three or four times, and then the party 
dispersed. 

It often happens, that these poor 
wretches, from turning round with such 
velocity, become giddy arid fall into 
trances; when this happens^ they are 
surrounded by their companions, and 
are supposed to see visions ; all the 
words they utter during these mo- 
ments are treasured up as those of in- 
spiration. 

We were upon the whole diverted with 
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this spectacle; J3ut could not help pitying, 
tb^ poor cregitures, who must certainly 
have turned their brains by their exertions; 
they are sallow, ghastly, dirty -^looking 
beings^ at^d covered with vermin of mor^ 
kinds than ope ; their dress is coarse and 
simple, and they generally carry some 
ridiculoi|s instrument about them, which 
makes them appear as if they were insane, 
whether they are really so or not ; they 
have likewise another instrument which 
they always carry. For some time I 
could not comprehend what use they 
made of this ; it has some resemblance tQ 
a long shanked spoon^ with teeth like 
a rasp; they employ it for scratching 
themselves, as their law positively forbids 
thi^H to do this with their fingers* 

I am now about to bid adieu to 
Constantinople, in my way to Old Eng- 
I^i^d: wl^n I arrive at Smyrns^, I will 
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give you an account of my journey, 
and of the Troas, where I mean to pass 
a few days. I will send to you likewise 
my promised statement of the trade of 
the port of Smyrna. 



138 LETTER XXXV. 



LETTER XXXV. 



Voyage-^Tumulus of Achilles. — Journey, — 
Plains of Troy. — SarcophagL-^^Port of 
Alexandria. — Ruins. — River Simois. — 
Baths. — Mount Ida. — Garden. — Darda- 
neUes.-^Exports. 

Smyrna, June 1806. 

V. 

1 NOW hasten to fulfil my promise of 
giving you an account of my voyage from 
Constantinople to this place. That I 
might have an oppportunity of visiting 
the site of ancient. Troy, I took my 
passage on board of a Turkish boat for 
the Dardanelles. We sailed about -mid- 
day, and after a very quick passage of 
sixteen hours, were already anchored 
there. Having passed the entrance of 
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the straight before day-light, I cannot 
pretend to give you a full account of it ; 
but froni the information I received at 
the Dardanelles, I had no great cause 
of regret, as I had passed neither town 
nor fortification worthy of notice. At 
the Dardanelles I was courteously invited 
by the Venetian Consul, Signor Chea?i, 
to take up my abode at his house during 
my stay, an offer which I accepted in 
preference to that of our own consul, 
Signior Taragano, a jew, who was how* 
ever also very courteous. Having, in- 
deed, several letters of recommendation, 
all the consuls strove to make my stay as» 
agreeable as possible, and to shew me 
every attention in their power. Signior 
Cheali is a Venetian of about seventy-live 
years of age: he and my friend Doctor 
Lorenzo left Italy together, and although 
he has lived upwards of forty years at a 
distance from his native land, he still 
retains all the manners of a Venetian. 
The inhabitants of the Dardanelles are 
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chiefly Jews and Greeks^ very few Turk&, 
and still fewer Europeans. 

I 

The day after tny arrival, early in th* 
morning I embarked on board of a Turk'- 
ish boat called a bider, with five pair of 
oars^ and rowed down as far as the lowest 
castle of the Dardanelles, a distance of 
about eight miles, where I landed imme- 
diately under the Tumulus of Achilles, 
when I took horses to cross the plain to 
the ruins of Alexandria Troas. The 
Tumulus of Achilles stands on an emi- 
nence, and the view from it is extensive. 
I stopped a few minutes on its summit, 
where a Turk, according to his last in- 
junctions, has been interred. A Greek 
whom I took akmg with me as interpre- 
ter and cicerone, informed me that the 
Tumulus had been opened by a French- 
man, but that after digging to a consi- 
derable depth, lie had found nothing to 
reward his labour. 
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Frooa thence we code for some hours 
over a fine plain, haTing much the ap* 
pearance of a gentleman*s park, being 
beautifully diversified by groups of tall 
trees, and the ground in general well cul- 
tivated. .The peasants, though few in 
number, were busily employed in weed^ 
ing and hoeing the cotton plant, which 
appeared to be the principal article of 
culture. About the middle of the plain 
we passed a chifflick of the late Hassan 
Pacha, high admiral of the Turkish fleet, 
who has here built a fine chiosk of stone, 
which has the appearance of a small for* 
tification. Near the sea immediately op- 
posite to Tenedos is to be seen a large 
Tumulus, but my cicerone was ignorant 
of its title, and assured me indeed that it 
had none. At midrday the guide insisted 
upon halting a short time to refresh ouc 
horses, which we did at a small village 
called Jecklu: with difficulty the Greek 
procured a few eggs, which we dressed foe 
OMf diwer& Tlie. iuhabjtants,. old and 
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young, on seeing a Frank, ran to col- 
lect what medals they had, and which I 
purchased for a trifle : few valuable ones 
are now fQuud, being chiefly Roman, and 
not of first rate« workmanship. After our 
repast in the cool of the evening our 
route lay near the margin of the sea, 
through a well wooded country, where 
yearly some ship loads of vaionea or 
acorns, are collected from a species of 
dwarf oak which abounds. We passed 
many vineyards close to the sea side, 
which are cultivated by the inhabitants of 
Tenedos, many of whom come over in 
the spring and erect temporary dwellings 
for that purpose. The wine of Tenedos 
•lay thus with much more propriety be 
called Troy wine, as the grape, when 
ripe, is carried over, and only trodden out 
on the island. 

For the large guns which the Turks 
are fond of having in their fortresses they 
use balls of granite ; of these the plain of 
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Troy has afforded immense numbers, and 
the innumerable and beautiful columns 
which once covered its surface, have bv 
degrees been almost entirely destroyed 
for that purpose. I saw many piles of 
balls, some of which, lam confident, were 
at least three feet in diameter. 

To pass the night my cicerone carried 
me to the house of an old Turk close by 
the sea, and in an enchanting situation, 
about a quarter of a mile distant from the 
port of Alexandria. Some female visitors 
having previously occupied his miserable 
dwelling, I was forced to put up with the 
stable, which, however, gave me little 
uneasiness. The master sent me some 
milk, and having a cold fowl with me, 
I made a hearty supper. After desiring 
that I might be called at the first hour 
of prayer, I endeavoured to get a little 
sleep, but which, on account of myriads of 
deas, was not undisturbed. 
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The oU Turk, faithful to his promise, 
called me by four o'jclock: he was a 
man of an interesting countenance, but 
one who has d^troyed more antiquities 
than he has hairs on his bnshy beard ; for 
being a worker in marble, his whole 
study is to find out the best marble^ 
which he immediately converts into grave 
stones for his infidel race. He had very 
lately dug up and destroyed two fine 
sarcophagi, one of white, the other of 
grey marble, a piece of each being near 
his house. On finding the sarcophagi, 
he said he had requested a learned Greek 
to interpret ian inscription which was ort 
that of white marble; but all that he 
could recollect was, that it related to a 
warrior, of extraordinary strength and 
renown, and mentioned that his favorite 
hoi*se was buried near him: he further 
informed me that the white sarcophagus 
contained all the bones of a human ske* 
leton of prodigious size, those of the bead- 
only being wanting. 
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We were conducted round the port of 
Alexandria, where many magazines are 
still visible, particularly a large one which 
the old man called the Custom House* 
The port was now quite choaked up, 
but it was clearly of a circular form, with 
a narrow entrance, and probably was 
never capable of admitting any thing 
but small craft* 

Piles of ruins without form or number 
shew where a town once stood. A little 
farther from the sea appear huge remains 
of an amphitheatre, of which only the 
western end preserves any shape; the 
other parts are nearly buried in the 
earth. Keeping to the westward we be- 
hold three lofty arches of white marble, 
which formed the grand entrance to the 
Stadium ; the middle one is very striking ; 
the other two are rather smaller. Far- 
ther on are nine large and three small 
arches, all of granite. The whole of 
these ruins have a charming effect, being 
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hi the middle of a forest of lofty trees, 
and I am convinced that a week speat 
here would amply repay the attention of 
the curious traveller. 

Crossing the rising ground to the 
northward, I passed an old gateway, and 
the remains of a wall, and after about an 
hour*s ride, descended to the river Simois, 
now little more than a rivulet. Here aifb. 
baths of a strong mineral quality, and the 
water is very disagreeable both to the taste 
and smell, being highly impregnated 
with nitre; indeed, the whole countiy 
lound is full of nitre, and not long ago 
the Turks used to collect large quantities. 
The heat of the baths I reckoned to be equal 
to that of Nero*8 bath, near Naples, which 
boils an egg in three minutes; there is, 
however, this difference, that the baths of 
Nero run under ground for a considera- 
ble way ; whereas, these we immediately 
exposed to the air; yet I could scarcely 
ibear my fioger in tb^ water. Soioe 
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charitable Turk or Greek has built small 
apartments for Imthing, and at certain 
seasons they are filled with people from 
the islands, who come to try the efficacy 
of the waters in various disorders* 

Following the windings of the river, I 
several times crossed a broad ancient 
causeway, and at one place a very large 
column of granite almost entire, wanting 
only the base and architrave. As this 
column lay close by the side of the road, 
I could not but feel surprised that it h^d 
so long escaped being sawn in pieces. 

About nine o'clock we halted at the 
village of Kimalee, to take some refresh- 
ment: at'this villagie are still tobeseen^ 
in a tolerably entire state, the remains of 
a Roman bath, but nothing else worthy 
of notice, the village itself being a mi- 
serable one, and thinly inhabited by 
Greeks. About mid-day, after a weari- 
some ride over a h^re country, we at 
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length reached the foot of Mount Ida, 
said to have been the seat of ancient 
Troy, of which not the least vestige re- 
mains to point out on which of these 
mountains it stood. On the most nor- 
thern are two tumuli, which are said to 
cover the remains of Hector and his 
wife : these tumuli are by no means so 
large as the Grecian ones on the south 
side of the plain, and although they 
have been opened, are said to have con- 
tained nothing remarkable. There is a 
most enchanting view from the summit of 
Mout Ida, and at the foot of it is the 
source of the Scamander, which is re- 
markably curious ; the whole side of the 
hill is one general fountain. To the west 
it has the appearance as if Nature had 
just raised a little that side of the base, 
to let the waters gush out : at first sight, 
indeed, it is difficult to determine whe- 
ther art has not even been employed in 
the Vfork, which appears as if formed of 
stone and lime. Some slight vestiges of 
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baths are still to be traced near these 
fountains, but are not worthy of investi- 
gation. 

The plain before presents a charming 
view, b^ing covered here and there 
with large trees, while the Seaman^ 
der winding amongst them, empties it- 
self into the sea above the aistle, where 
we fii-st landed. Several of the islands at 
the mouth of the Hellespont are faintly 
seen, whilst Tenedos, more lofty and 
near, shews a rounded form. Immedi- 
ately below the mountain, on the bor-» 
ders of a marshy piece of ground, is an 
extensive garden, called in the Turkish 
tongue Bunar Baschee, or the Garden of the 
Fountain, which was cultivated by Greeks, 
and produced good fruit ; from it I pro- 
cured a basket of cherries and a sallad, on 
which I dined. Although this was on 
the 11th of June, yet the cucumbers and 
various other vegetables were in a back- 
ward state. In this gai^den I found a 
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piece of marble, part of an andent Ws 
i^ief : on it were two figures, the one a 
man, the other a woman with a child in 
her arms : I supposed it to be Hector, 
taking leave of Andromache and his son. 
His head appeared inclined mournfully 
toward them; his right hand on the 
head of the boy, whilst the left was 
stretched forth as if toward the army. 
The Greeks here could give me no" intel- 
ligence of any thing worthy of being 
seen, and appeared, indeed, wholly igno- 
rant of the country they were iii. Again 
mounting our horses, we took the nearest 
toad in order to reach the Dardanelles 
before night : for a short time we rode 
by the side of the Scamander, which 
having forded, we travelled across a most 
delightful plain for some distance, until 
at length our path kd us up the hills. 
From the summit of the hills the vievf 
of the Hellespont is very grand. The 
wind having been northerly for some 
days> many ships were lying interspersed 



SBSY&KA. 151 

about the channel, waiting a change 
Among the rest was an English foui> 
masted ship, with the appearance of 
which, the late Capitan Pacha some 
years ago was so much struck , that he 
ordere<l a model to be made, and one 
of equal dimensions to be built iihmo* 
diately after, and which is at pre.sent 
with the Turkish fleet in the wsenal o£ 
Constantinople. 

Excepting a constant variety of scenery,, 
nothing further remarkable occurred ia 
this part oi my ride, until about ten ia 
the evening I alighted at the door of my 
Venetian friend. 

There is little about the Dardanelles to 
interest the attention of tht; tiiaveUer; 
the only beautiful spot in the vicinity 
i^ a walk by the side of a river, shaded 
by a great number of lofty plantanes, 
which afford a cool retreat at all houi;s 
of the day : I had met with nothing 
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equal to this in any part of Turkey, and 
indeed nothing finer in any part of the 
world. 

An order which had arrived from the 
Porte a short time before, not to allow 
strangers to visit the fortifications, disap- 
pointed me in my expectations of seeing 
them. The fort on the Asiatic side is 
built quite close to the water's edge, and 
has mounted on that side of it several 
guns of an astonishing calibre. Some of 
the granite shot lying about the fortress 
are not less than ten feet and a half in 
diameter, and are said to weigh from 
eight to ten cwt. Round the fortress is 
a ditch, but without water, and even if 
full it would not take a man above the 
middle. To the south of the fort is a 
small mound battery of six or eight brass 
gujis of considerable length, but of no 
uncommon calibre. On the top of the 
fort are planted many long swivels, car- 
rying a ball of about half a pound. On 
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the European side of the channel, and 
imni :diately opposite to the Dardanelles, 
is built another fort of the same kind, 
but apparently of better construction, and 
on a rising ground. The first battery is 
closer to the water; the second of an 
oval shape, is visible from the opposite 
shore. In this, as in all other Turkish 
fortresses, there is a mixture of guns ot 
very large calibre. In the lower castle 
of Smyrna there are several, into which, 
when on fishing parties, I have more than 
once crept to avoid a shower. 

To force the passage of the Dardanelles 
must be an undertaking truly formidable. 
From the lower castles on both sides of 
the Hellespont, little danger is to be ap- 
prehended, as ships can steer tolerably 
clear of them ; but the fire from those at 
the Dardanelles, where the channel be- 
comes narrow, and the current remarka- 
bly strong, must be very destructive. It 
would, however, be no difi^cult matter 
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to storm the castle on either side, parti- 
cularly that on the Asiatic, which has 
few or no guns toward the land; and 
that on the European is commanded by 
neighbouring heights. One or both of 
them bemg taken, the passage would 
then be of no difficulty, and without 
diat, no commander of moderate force 
would think ^ attempting it, unless he 
wished his fleet to be destroyed, as with 
a tolerable breeie, even of southerly 
wind, a vessel moves so very slowly, that 
eveiy shot from these castles must tell. 
This point gained, Constantinople lies at 
the mercy of every enemy, without fort 
or gun to defend it, if we except a few 
saluting batteries— one at Tophana, one 
at the arsenal, and a few scattered guns 
at the Seraglio Point, of various lengths 
and calibres, placed there for the same 
purpose, without any kind of embrazures 
or works to cover them. 

The population of the Dardanelles is 
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computed to be between twenty or thirty 
thousand souls, which, however, appears 
to- me an exaggeration. It is true, a 
great proportion is composed of Jews, 
who huddle together six or eight &miiies 
in the same house. 

As I know you are eager after com* 
mereial information, I will endeavour to 
give you some idea of the exports from the 
Dardanelles. Th^ principal is cotton 
wool, of which 80,000 quintals of nearly 
an English cwt each, are annually soFd 
here; of cotton yam 1000 quintals; 
galls 300 quintals; valonea 50,000; rosin 
2,000 ; madder roots 200 ; anniseed 100 ; 
of cotton sail cloth, in pieces of eighty 
yards each, 10,000;. hare skins 10,000; a 
snoall quantity of bees' wax ; a few car- 
goes of excellent grain, and between the 
Dardanelles and Tenedos about twenty 
tolerable cargoes of wine. Their imports 
are very trifling, and not worthy of 
notice. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 



Voyage. — Tenedos. — Coast of Troy, — Afy- 
tilene — Port of Olivet, — Medals. — 
Gulph of Sandarlee. — Sclavonians. — Ar^ 
rival at Smyrna. 

Smyrna, June 1806. 

I WITH pleasure resume the agreeable 
task of writing to you. That I might 
have an opportunity of seeing as much as 
possible in my way from the Dardanelles 
hither, I again embarked in my Turkish 
boat, manned by six sturdy Turks, to row 
in case of contrary winds; and scarcely 
had we passed the lower castles, than we 
found our oars necessary. They tugged 
the whole of the day, and by the close of 
the evening we had only reached the har- 
bour of Tenedos. This island you well 
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know is situated about eight miles to:( he 
south of the coast of Troy; the chief in- 
habitants are Greeks, whose only com- 
merce is wine, which is excellent, and not 
unlike claret. The port is tolerably safe; 
a small island lies to the north of it, which 
breaks the sea, and renders the water within 
very smooth. At the west end of the 
harbour is a tolerable fort, and which, if 
in good hands, would completely defend it. 

The wind continued contrary, and I 
remained here all night in my boat, 
stretched out upon my sea mattress, and 
covered with a sail, which my Turks set 
up in the form of an awning. Thus pro- 
vided I apprehended no danger from the 
night a,ir in this fine climate, and I re- 
ceived none. 

The prospect next day was no better, 
the wind still continuing contrary. I was 
thus obliged to remain another whole day 
.at tliis miserable place, which afforded 
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nothing to amuse or interest me, I wan- 
dered about through their vineyards, and 
to the top of the highest hill, from whence 
I ei))oyed a grand view of the coast of 
Troy, Mount Ida, the entrance of the Hel- 
lespont, and many islands at a distance. 

In the evening the wind abated consi- 
derably, and the boatmen gave me to un- 
derstand, that abdut midnight, Ishalla, 
(God willing) they intended putting to sea. 
On this information, my careful servant 
immediately began to prepare a large 
Turkish stew of lamb, and made an addi- 
tion to our sea stock of a few bottles of 
Rakkee, a kind of brandy, into which 
mastic and anniseed are put whilst distil- 
ling, and which, with water, makes no 
disagreeable beverage. A little before 
midnight, therefore, we got under weigh, 
and rowed to the east end of the island, 
from which we made a tack over to the 
coast of Troy. TJhe wind continuing right 
ttrhead, the boatmen rowed all night, and 
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sioming bringing no change^ they still 
continued to labour incessantly at tbe oar. 
Our stew and Rakkee had a good eflect in 
giving them fresh courage, of the latter of 
which they made large potations, in spite 
of tbe law of Mahomet About mid-day 
we Irnd weathered Cape Baba, when, 
hoisting our sail, we made a tack over to 
Mytilene. By this time some relaxation 
was absolutely necessary, and we ran into 
a neck ol the north end of the island, 
where we anchoied* 

After not more than a single hour*s re- 
pose, we again took up our anchor, and, 
coasting the island close lender its l^e for 
many miles, about eleven at night, we ar- 
rived in safety at Port Olivet, on its eastern 
extremity. I never saw such indefatigable 
men as dios^ Turks were, having rowed 
aln^t incessantly for four^and-tweuty 
hours, wjUi the interval of only one hour's 
repose; for, even when under sail, they 
kepi the o^ra at woik. Tbe boat wetit 
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with great i*apidity ; and, if you will tak^ 
the trouble to examine the map, you can- 
not fail to be struck with the distance 
which we made. 

< 

Mytilene is one of the most fertile of the 
Grecian islands. Its chief commerce is in 
oil, of which large quantities are produced 
here: and likewise no inconsiderable quan- 
tity of wine and silk. The Port of Olivet 
k pleasantly situated, and when ships are 
In they are in perfect safety ; but the en- 
trance is not wholly free from danger. 
The Turks build here a good many ships 
of war : two fine corvettes nearly finished 
were now on the stocks^ 

• 

Near the town are the ruins of a temple, 
said to have been dedicated to Jupiter, but 
in such a state, as to afford little solid 
foundation to any conjecture. I made en* 
quiry after medals, and a Greek, whom I 
had formerly seen at Leghorn went all 
over tbe town in quest of some. At length. 
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he brought a man who, with great gravity^ 
informed me that he had two of immeust 
value, and immediately, from a long purse 
with great ceremony, he drew out his trea^ 
sure, which was enveloped in various co^ 
verings of pdper. These invaluable me- 
dals consisted of a Venetian ducat, struck 
during one of the latest Doges, and a piece 
of copper so smooth that neither letter nior 
figure could be traced upon it. Equally 
in vain I sought amongst the women for 
the beauties formerly so renowned. I saw 
none with either good features, or com- 
plexion, or who could in any wise be com- 
pared with the ladies of Scio, who are un- 
doubtedly the handsomest of the Archi- 
pelago. 

We stopped all the day at Mytilene. 
Early in the evening, however, the Turks, 
t>eiQg completely refreshed, resumed dieir 
gars that we might gain sight of the oppo- 
iite shores before dark. About nine 
9^elock wi ent«:ed the fine Gulph of San- 
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darlee, whence many cargoes of corn are 
^ annually shipped, although contrary to 
. the Turkish laws. In this Gulph we had 
, a curious rencounter with some Sclavo- 
nians. Rowing close under the land by 
, fine moonlight, we passed several ships at 
anchor, from one of which we were hailed 
j^in a furious manner, wirh many threats 
^ of sinking our boat At first, we were 
wholly at a loss to understand them ; but 
passing close under their stern, we dis- 
. covered about thirty men armed with 
. large blunderbusses, &c. on the quarter- 
deck. They spoke at first in their own 
.4>arbarous jargon, which we not under- 
^ standijigy I addressed^ th^m in Italian, 
and enquired who was the captain amongst 
them. The captain then cried out, that 
.^he had mistaken us for pirates; on jvhich 
' bea:d^ having satisfied him, and^ reproached 
; him for his cowardice in being, afraid of 
a small open boat with so few people in 
it, we rowed awav« Soon afterwards we 
rested a few hour^, until the land bre^ 
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had become pretty strong, when we again 
proceeded on our voyage; and coasting 
past Phocea and the islands in the Gulph 
before the ensuing night, we arrived in 
safety at Smyrna. 



Md 
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LETTER XXXVIL 



Account iff the Exports and Imports of 

Smyrna. 

Smyrna, July ]8o6» 

Ih tine of* my former letters I promised 
you an account of the exports and im- 
ports of this busy place, which promise 
I now hasten to fuIfiL Tou will observe 
that this statement, or as it is called, 
Cargazoon, is formed fix>m the exports 
and imports of Frank nations ; and that 
in addition to it, another of nearly the 
^me extent may be e^thnated, as the 
amount of the commerce carried on in 
ships of the country and to the Russian 
market, of which I have not found it 
possible to procure any account 
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vThis is an exact copy of the general 
cargazoon for the last year, both of ex- 
ports and imports, by which you may 
form some idea of the trade of Smyrna. 
The prices in general are better to appear- 
ance than those of Constantinople; but, 
from various causes, in the end, are for 
the most part ruinous to the speculator. 

I forget whether f ever mentioned to 
you the trade of Salonica in tobacco : I 
inclose you an account of it by Mr. 
Charnaud, our consul there, which 
may perhaps interest you.* 

My memoiy is very incorrect, for I do 
not remember whether 1 mentioned in my 
former letters the mode of loading cargoes 
at Smyrna, by means of stiveing or 
stuffing, which is done with cables and 
capsterns, and the strength of a legion 
of porters., By this method a bale is 
pressed into about one third of its original 
size when stowed in the ship. By this 

* See Appendix. 



tnischievous practice, the deck of the ship 
h hove up some inches, and her sidear 
bulged oat considerably^ so that she 
becomes leaky at all parts, and though 
caulked several times perhaps in her pas- 
sage, yet few ships reach Britain, who 
have not part of their cargoes ruined. 

The mode of stowing upon end is also 
another bad practice here ; by this means, 
particularly in carpets, the whole bale is 
destroyed if in the least hurt, as the 
carpets are folded longways, so that if 
the end be damaged, eveiy one of them is 
ruined. The underwriters are greatly 
imposed on, in this respect, by the avarice 
of captains and owners, who, for a little 
additional freight, run the risk of ruining 
their whole carga I know of no place in 
the world where the compressing machine 
might be used with more propriety than 
here. 

- 1 am now about to leave Smyrna. 

VOL. II. N 



I embark for Afolta io*inon*ow; wd if 
po8sible» during my voyage, will give you 
my promised account of the different 
hzarettoes I have. si^n. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 



Quarantines. — Venice, -^Leghorn. — Malta. 
Russia.'^Great Bfitain* 

Malta^ August 1806. 

X HATE several times promised to send 
you an account of the different Lazarettoeft- 
which I have had an opportunity of exa* 
mmingy and of the precaution^ taken by 
various nations ta prevent the introduction 
ef plague or otiier infectious disorder^ 
amongst them. On revotving the matter in 
xny own mind, however, I find so great a^ 
^milarity in the forms and precautions- 
ttsed in all countries, that a particular ac- 
count of each lazaretto would be unncfces- 
sary ; I shall, therefore, in the first place, 
ghre you a dteteh of the quarantine which 

n2 
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I performed at Venice, from which you 
may have a tbierabiy correct idea of the 
'business. 

* * - ' 

All ships arriving^ in any Christian port 
of the Mediterranean, are obliged to sub- 
mit to a strict ^scrutiny, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether they coma from in- 
fected ports, or have cargoes- on board 
subyect to quarantine. This scrutiny is 
attended to with peculiar strictness on the 
northern shor^ of the Mediterranean, on 
aocount of their nK>re frequent and direct 
iatercourse with the countrieis where 
plague ia supposed to originate. Goings 
from Turkey to Italy, eveiy ship, upon 
h^r arrival within the jurisdiction of hi» 
Imperial Majesty, hoists a yellow flag, 
^ a signal that no boat may come on', 
board, nor any intercourse be permitted- 
wi|h the shore whilst it continues- 
flying. 

,TJ^ lazaretto of Venice is upon one of 
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the small islands whidi lie between the 
Long Island and the main land, and which 
form the two entrances to the port, the 
one named Leobi, the other and principal 
one Malamoco. One liaizaretto is prepared 
for the reception of passengers, and an*> 
other for goods, sulgeCt to quarantine, ^r 
such as in England are called enumerated 
The apartments for passengers are extent 
give and airy, and so divided, that every 
different party is kept separate, and som^ 
open spots are appropriated to walk in. 
On entering the lazaretto, the prior waits 
upon the party, and takes down the name 
and description of the person of each indi^ 
vidual, from whence coming, and particu- 
larly the general state of healthiness in 
the port last sailed from. 

*♦ ' 

Every lazaretto is governed by a prioi 
and vice prior, who r^ulate all the in- 
ternal government, and who go round at 
snn-set to lock up every party separatdyl 
A guardian is also appointed to each^ person. 
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for tiie purpose of observing Aat due 
olbedience is paid to the rules of q\ia«' 
suitine. 

A market is held in a detached part, in 
vrhich all the necessaries of life are ex* 
posed to sale, and where orders may be 
left for any thing wanted o|si the ensuing 
day, when it is regularly brought, and on. 
terms, considering all the circumstances, 
highly reasonable. 

The lazarettoes for goods are capadous, 
and each one capable of containing the 
cargo of a large ship, which, when landed, 
is distributed in a proper maimer by a 
Icgkm of posters, who, under a responsible 
guardian, turn over the merchandise daily 
ta ventilate it, and who also open and re- 
padc the bales. These porters, of course, 
petform quarantine as long as the goods, 
the proprietors of which are charged with 
tbi^ir wages, ^i^h a dean Mil of heahb, 
thait IS to say^ with a certificale of there 



being no pbtgue, goods in general per^ 
form a qnamntine of thiiiy days ; thost 
with a foul billy the fuH number of forty 
days. Passengers with a deap biU per* 
form a quarantine of twenty dayii ; miid 
with a foul billy thirty. 

With all this appe^iianoe of strictness^ it 
would not in the least surprise me to find 
the plague inl^dueed into Italy. The 
passengers, it is true, are in appeamnot 
strictly kept asunder, yet the guardians 
being a set of miserable and unprincipled 
i>eings, particularly since the iall of tht 
republic, wHl do any thmg for money : 
and indeed, they themselves all meet ift 
the « house of the prior without any re- 
«tmrnt, although spme of them n^y have 
a month, and others but a day of m^ 
dusion to undeigo. 

In Leghorn the quaramtine is well r6- 
Ituktedt the parties are locked op 6b 
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entrance^ and have liberty to come out 
fflily when the full time is elapsed, all the 
HBc^saries of life bdng handed through 
« wicker gate. The lazarettos there are 
Uao the finest and most, commodious 
that can be imagined, being in an aiiy 
situation close upon the beach, and 
built like small fortresses, with a deep 
inoat, and high wall around them. By 
sneans of this moat, which communi* 
cates with the seaj goods are repeived 
by boais into the l?iza^etto, and which, 
after having undergone their purgar 
lion, are sent by a canal into the town, 
from which they are at least a mil^ 
distant. 

. The quarantine at Malta kr&jry strict, 
<«ad: the lazarettos in a deep creek behind 
the cHy of Valetta, are htge and W<U 
adapted to the purpose. The greatest 
-danger 'at Malta arises at the Het(lth 
.0%e, jwheie all parties meet fog^thpf^ 
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and mingle on the beach, although it ii 
understood that they are not to touch 
each other. 

In Russia, although nearer the seat 
of infection, the quarantine is singularly 
ridiculous. In Odessa they have now a 
tolerably good lazaretto, for passengers^ 
but goods remain for the destined period 
on board the vessel. The regular pericki 
for passengers is eighteen dfiiyis; but this 
is sometimes mitigated by dint of interest 
to eleven; meantime^ hovrever, the crews 
of all vessels meet together vnthout i-e- 
serve. At Taganrock, marquees ^re 
erected on the beach, .where passengers 
are admitted to what is there den0mi<t 
nated in the Italian phrase, spaglip/sig* 
nifying to undress. On arriving, every 
individual comes on shore, when he is 
.^exatnined at. the Healdi Office by a 
|>hysician, .who orders him to strip for 
ihitt puipofi^... After this i cerexpony, all 
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retunion board, and diose who wish to 
perform thdt* penatKe on shore return 
after four days, when there is a marquee 
prepared, in which they perform six 
days more; at the expiration of that 
tiipe they are again examinecT by the 
physician, in the same manner as before; 
Aey are then smoked, and made to nm 
baked down to the beach into the sea, 
through a crowd dT spectators: being 
then purified from head to foot, fresh 
clothes are brought to them from the 
town, and they are aUowed to mingle 
wfth the world. 

Here, however, as at Odessa, all tnin* 
gle together 6n the diore, even those who 
are in the sixth day of their quarahthie, 
and those who are but just arrived from 
Constantuiople ; whilst the Captains of 
fiuch ships as are nearly clear, make ne 
^ruple of carrying all ike baggage of 
&^ friends into town, to be lea^y &t 
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them on the day of examination. Thes^ 
foolish laws, if not altered, may one day 
introduce the pestilence into this im- 
mense empire. 

Formerly only ships coming froi^ the 
Levant were subject to scrutiny ; but now 
that an infection equally destructive may 
be imp(»'ted from the western world, a 
wise legislature ought to adopt* mea- 
sures to prevent this country from being 
plunged into a calamity of all others the 
mos^ dreadful* Every ship from the 
West Indies ought to be examined be-» 
fore obtaining leave to communicate 
freely with the people of this country ; 
but particularly diips from the ports of the 
Umted States, the inhabitants of* which, 
would view at least with great indiffe- 
rence, the introduction of die 3rellou^ 
fever into their mother country. At 
ptsaent quantotine in Britain is a mere 
£Mrm, and we may adntijt in^ an hour l44iai^ 
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we may . lameDt for years. Why should 
the AEierican merchant be less shackled 
than ^tbose.jtradiog to the Levant? Is 
the yellow fever less dangerous than tht 
plague? In my opinion much more so. 
The plague can he communicated only 
hy the touch. All Turkey trembled in 
1804 for the yellow fever; and in Russia 
in 1805, ships from Spain and Malta 
were obliged to perform a more strict 
quarantine than those from Turkey on 
that account alone. The measures which 
I have heard are nqw about to be adopted 
by government are good, but they are 
en too limited a scale.' A Health Office 
should be appointed in every port; and 
no ship of whatever nation, should be 
allowed to communicate' with the shore, 
vntil after having undergone the most 
thorough examination. 

Having thus given you a short account 
Qf the various customs and laws of ,qua-» 
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rantine, such as I have had an oppor- 
tunity of observing, I shall conclude with 
my sincere prayer that England may 
never have cause to repent the little at- 
tention which she has hitherto paid to 
this momentous subject 
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No. L 

Description of the Road, Port, and City of 
Odessa — Lazaretto, and deposit Ware-' 
houses — Air — Temperature — Fertility of 
the Soil — Victuals-^Populationr^RegU'- 
lation of the Posts^-^Loan-House, 8^c. 

Odessa, August, 1804.. 
MESSRS. , Marseilles. 

W iTM real satisfaction do I transmit to 
you. Gentlemen, the information yoy 
request, respecting the chief ports of the 
northern coast of the Black Sea, which, by 
their peculiar' situation and produce, or 
the industry of the inhabitants, might 
tend to establish some mercantile con- 
nexions with your own. You may the 
more safely rely on their perfect accuracy, 
as^ independent of the local inteUigence 
which I have made it my study to 

VOL* II. o 
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procure, I have been favoured with re- 
markSy equally p^ine»t and judicious, 
from persons of the highest rank and 
v(u»t upqu^stiowble y^^racii^* 

I diaU b^gki with the port of Odessa, 
a^ th(( most importwi:* both od axx!oujit of 
its advantageous skuotiojat and the marked 
predilection shewn to it by the Russian 
government. But to give you a precise 
idea of it, I must necessarily represent 
what it was beiore Cbe appearance of the 
present governor;* the rapid progress it 
10 daily ooaking, and the pfoepfict of tke 
superior rank whidi it is most likely to 
faoid among the priacipal trading towns, 
fiot only of diis part of die winid, or die 
£ast, but of Europe ksel^ 

The port of Odessa lies on the 4|S^ U^ 
ht te the west of a vast and moat conir 



* The noble, illustrious, and only remaining ofi&piing 
•ef Ui^ ee4c%rated Martha^ de Richeiieu. 
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modlous gulph) formed by tbe Black Sea. 
It is distant about 40 wersts* fron^ the 
Niester, and 80 from the Dnieper, two very 
considerable rivers, which discharge them-* 
selves into the said sea, and is, beyond 
doubt, of the easiest access, coming out 
of the channel .of Constantinople. Its 
road, from six to eight wersts in breadth^ 
and twenty in depth, with about eight 
fathoms of water and a most excellent 
ground, offers to vessels c^ all dimensions 
a most desirable anchorage. From a 
strong mole, which is nearly finished, a 
most beautifbl and expensive key, about 
one werst and a half long, will lead to 
another much larger and stronger. The 
latter projects already fer into the sea^ 
and when finished, according to the plan, 
will protect the works, ai>d particularly 
the ships from the S. and S.E. winds, tha 
only ones to which they may be exposed. 



>*-**■ 



* About three ^uai teis of an English mile. 
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The bason formed by these two moles, 
filled at this very moment with about $00 
vessels from 150 to 500 tons each, and 
capable of holding ten times as much, is 
incomparably pleasing to the eye; and 
being interspersed with several piers, is 
of the utmost convenience for the shipping 
of goods. 

Adjoining the largest mole, and at the 
declivity of. a inountain, is building with 
incredible rapidity* a most ^spacious la- 
zaretto, a painful, but unfortunately too 
necessary precaution against the inevitable 
intercourse with the chief city of Turkey, 
which, however, for size, salubrity of 
air, proper distribution and neatness of 
apartments, will hardly be surpassed by 
any other building of the kind. Beside it 
. are to be placed large imperial warehouses. 



• No fewer than from two to three hundred men, 
of all descriptions, are daily employed in the construe* 
tion of that building and the Mole. 
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for the purification of goods coming from 
the East, and also for those destined to 
lie by way of deposite, a privilege nearly 
equivalent to a porta franco, lately granted 
by the crown to this thriving city. 
Round all these will be erected several 
strong batteries, to protect the whole 
against any sudden and unexpected attack. 
But what completes the excellence of this 
port is, that it seldom or never freezes, so 
far as to interrupt the navigation at any 
period of the year. 

The city of Odessa, situated on a gently 
rising hill^ overlooks the harbour, and 
commands a most extensive view over the 
ttiain sea from almost every comer of it 
Nothing can be more noble or more sub* 
limely beautiful than that incessant motion 
of ships coming in and out, some cleaving 
the waves with proud and lofty sails, 
swelled by gentle zephyrs that seem to 
sport with them, others steering along 
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with scanty canvas, to evade the tremen- 
dous fury of the raging winds.* 

The .air of Odessa is perfiectly salu- 
briouSy the temperature mild, and the 
fertiltty of the soil such as would create 
amazement, were one less acquainted with 
the passive and indolent disposition of the 
men in whose possession it was before 
the Russians conquered it. 

At first, provisions of all sorts were 
scarce, consequently far from ched.p, but 
in proportion as the steppsf grow pepu- 



* This unspeakable pleasure I enjoy every morning 
without moving my head from the pillow, only or- 
dering the window of my bedchamber to be opened. 

t The 8tepp», so called by the people of that cf^n- 

try, are a wide extent of land, of a mo«t excellent 

quality, hith^(to uncultivated for want of hands, or 

rather that4pirit of industry which gives life to every 

■ttof. 



iated, and the mhahitstitB are sure of a 
$f>eedy and advantageous mivkiet for thtifr 
rural prciduee, all the iif^cesearks of tifil 
become abundant aofd dimitiis^ )n ptlcei 
Moldavia a(nd Hun^try dtfj^ply it bot^ 
wkh common amd fi^e tviti«s^ The MW 
coloiiists of the environs of tbe towtt fi#* 
tiish k witfi. daily pd^m^iri^ftd ^ cattte, 
fowls, game, and vegefaibte^ of ^H doitsi 
The sea, and particularly the large neigh- 
bouring ponds, abound with a iscrr^Mriying 
variety of fmh. In shortly I Ivesitate ncft l» 
say, that Odessa is, 4t this^ ve]^ daiy^ a» 
cheap a place to W^ in aid any oM of 
any importance in the fest of Europe. 
For some time^ water lia& been>scaik:e aiid 
of a bad quality ; but of late, by dkA of 
care, trouble, and exfyense, seveml abtvnd*- 
ant springs have been found out a«Knft tke 
city, which are more than sufficknt t6 
supply it. Puel alon^ is and i^rttt long be 
scarce and valuabk^ Indee^^witb the 
exception of a few hundred iruit tr«es 
in and about the town, there is not fi^ 
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lally a single bush within 150 or SCO 
wersts around it Such, however, ha^ 
been the astonishing success of some plan- 
tations that have been attempted, that, 
with little encouragement, ' there is no 
doubt but in due process of time one could 
not only be supplied with this essential 
article, but even enjoy the pleasure of a 
few ornamental trees. 

If it were possible to call into question 
how&r the administration of a wise, firm, 
and vigilant chief can influence the pros- 
perity of a new settlement, the city of 
Odessa alone, by the wonderful rapidity 
of its progresSf would evince it in a most 
striking degree. Like every rising colony, 
it' was at first populated with a handful 
of vagabonds, and adventurers of all sorts 
and nations, people without any principles 
of education or morality, to whom every 
method of acquiring wealth was eligible, 
so that it conduced to a rapid fortune. 
Some of these inevitably intermeddled with 
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the authority, and injustice and vexations 
of ail kinds of course ensued. Men of the 
first respectability, whom the most laq* 
dable spirit of enterprise had drawn hither, 
were shamefully tormented, nay brought 
to the very brink of ruin, and through 
that many others were deterred from every 
ultimate trial of the place. 

Aqother monstrous abuse, of a very 
diiferent nature, had hitherto proved no 
less detrimental to the merchants of 
Odessa ; and this was the scandalous im- 
punity with which some members of the 
Polish nobility could either totally elude 
the purport of the most sacred contracts^ 
or fulfil them in whatever point they 
pleased, without any regard to the ap- 
pointed time of delivery, and too often 
to the specified quality or quantity of 
wheat, although they had previously re- 
ceived the amount of it Now, thanks 
to the paternal solicitude of the present 
governor, all these abject and corrupt 
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practices an* about to disappear. A com- 
mercial tribunal, composed of three mem- 
bers serrt from the capital, and three 
elected among tAe most respectable «tfd 
intelligent merchants of the place, will 
reside m it, and take in their liands the 
distribution of order, hitherto banished 
from this new-bom defenceless spot 

Yet these were not the only cRfflcuities, 
which the honest and industrious mer- 
chant had to encounter, or the only 
essential matters which the sagacious ma- 
gistrate had to regulate. How many 
heavy losses were too often sustained by 
individuals for want of medns to nftsure 
their property. Such was the. irregularity 
of the post, its slowness, and the total 
absence of every other conveyance, that 
very often letters were much longer in 
going to and coming from Brody,* than 



* The first town on the frontiers of the German 
£mperor*8 dominion. 
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tbey are at present from the ^South of 
Italy ; so that before orders for insuring a 
^ip or a cargo were arrived at Triest, Leg-^ 
born, or Marseilles, herintennediate loss was 
sooner heard of by the way of Constanli* 
Hople and Vienna. Now the leUers from 
Bcody are only three days and a half on 
the road; those from the centre of the 
German empire from 14 to 15; those 
from France and Italy seldom above 30 
days. Besides this, the inconvenience 
attendant on the procuring passports for 
the interior of the Russian dominions 
has totally disappeared, and the moment 
Ihey have been scrutinized on the fron^ 
tiers, one may go all over the empim 
without suffering the slightest mterruption% 

It DOW remained to destroy the most 
inveterate canker to trade-^usury ; so 
much more dangerous in this infant place, 
as, with liie exception of a few houses, it 
IB composed only of £oM:to7B and brokers 
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with little or no stock, and that no kind of 
paper circulation or credit can be resorted 
to. Yoa will hardly believe. Gentlemen, 
that some of these, disappointed of 
pecuniary remittances (the only ones 
they Can make use of )^ have been ob* 
Uged to, pay the enormous interest of 
6 and 6 per cent a month on mortgages^ 
in order to honour the contracts in which 
they were engaged, or make up the 
cargo of a ship lying in tile port in ex* 
pectation of it. To remedy this most 
calamitous evil, the town, with the so* 
licitous interference of her tutelar patron, 
has solicited and obtained the establish^ 
ment of a Loan*House, where the op* 
pre3sed inhabitants will henceforth be 
supplied with cash, upon goods and other 
securities, at the lawful rate of one-half 
per cent per month* 

With so many natural advantages on 
one side, and such a profusion of blessings 



ODESSA. S05 

on the other, you will hardly be surprised 
to hear, that a town, which, so late as 
two years ago, hardly contained 400 
houses, scattered here and there, with 
about ten inhabitants each, one with ano- 
ther, is now more than doubled, both in 
size and population. The very ground, 
which at first was granted without the 
least retribution, by way of encouraging 
building, has already acquired an intrinsic 
value. Broad, perhaps too broad, streets 
are carefully planned out; public and 
private buildings rise on all sides with an 
amazing rapidity ; every things in short, 
concurs to complete the satisfaction and 
happiness of the peaceful and industrious 
inhabitants of New Odessa ; and many, 
whom interest, curiosity, or perhaps the 
too well-grounded fear of the convulsions 
of Europe, hdd at first momentarily drawn 
into it, finding now safety and protection 
for their persons and propedy, have 
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insensiUy adopted and cherished a botiii'> 
teous and plentiftil couetry, which opens 
her motheriy bosom to ail sorts of aits 
and industry; and most oordialiy range 
themselves inider the standard of the 
best, most genepous of princes, who 
fully knows how to encourage and re« 
munerate those who endeavour to 
alleviate the unhappy condition of 
some of their feUow*-creatures, or to 
add to the exgojrments and felicity of 
Mbers» 

, Pardon me» Gentlemen, if I have en- 
tered into these minute details. I am 
fiur from being insenaUe that, in respect 
to a long-standing place, they would at 
least be useless; but in regsb'd to this 
new spot, they have appeared to me 
the less so, as they are in a man* 
ner connected with those accessary 
notions, which die pmfound and con^ 
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templative speculator is far from dis« 
daining. 

I remain^ GeQtleiiien» 

With peculiar esteem and regard. 

Your obedient humble servant, 

J. H. SlEV*AO. 



208 appemdDc. 

No. 11. 

Duties paid by the British on Goods 
exported from^ and imported into the 
Ottoman Empire. 

W HEREAs in the Imperial Capitulation 
firmly subsisting between the Court of Great 
Britain and the Ottoman Porte, and more 
especially in the first, thirty-sixth, and 
thirty-seventh articles of the said Capi* 
tulation, it is expressed and stipulated, 
that the English merchants and all 
under their banner, may safely and 
freely trade and negociate to and from 
the dominions of the Ottoman Porte, 
and throughout every part of those do- 
minions by sea and by land, paying three 
aspers in the hundred for custom, and 
nothing more ; and whereas, in the year 
1794, a tarifi^ was formed to serve as a 
permanent rule, by fixing the sums to 
be paid at the said rate for custom on 
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all such merchandize as the said mer- 
chants might and should import from 
their own and other foreign countries 
into Turkey, and on such as they should 
export and carry from Turkey into their 
own and other foreign countries for sale ; 
and whereas, by reason of the increased 
prices of all commodities, the duties 
levied according to this tariff having 
fallen much below three per cent, the 
Court of Great Britain, in compliance 
with the desire of the Ottoman Porte, 
and in conformity to the anxious wishes 
it feels for the prosperity of the Ottoman 
Empire, did order a new tariff of cus- 
toms to be . constructed for the English 
merchants, which was accordingly done 
in April 18Q0, fixing the rates of the 
standard of three in the hundred accord- 
ing to the Imperial Capitulation; and 
whereas, his excellency the Right Honor- 
able Charles Arbuthnot, Member of his 
Britannic Majety's Privy Council, and 

TOL. !!• p 
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his Ambassador Extraordinaiy and Ple- 
nipotentiary at the Sublime Porte^ has 
represented that the rates of certain 
articles in this new English tariff are 
higher than those paid by other Christian 
powers, and has asked that an alteration 
should be made in conformity to the 
sacred Capitulations, which stipulate 
that equal privileges should be enjoyed 
by England as are, or shall be, granted to 
the most favored nations^ 

tn consequence whereof, and in virtue 
of an Imperial Firman issued to that 
effect, the rates of certain articles have 
been reduced and fixed, through the 
medium of Mr. Pisani, English dragoman, 
and of the English merchants on the one 
hand, and by his excellency Hassan Aga, 
Head Customer and one of the Imperial 
Chamberlains, on the other; and the list 
following in this book containing the 
said rates, and all that part of the tariff 
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Mttlefd in 1800 which has not been 
altered, has been signed atkl sealed to 
Serve as a permanent rule. The arrears 
of the suspended payments to be settled 
after the terms of the present book, 
dating from the ^9th October, ISOl. 

(L.S.) Ahmed Vasif Reis EpfiMi^i. 
(L.S.) Charles Arbuthnpt* 



IMPORTS. 

Aspers. 

Tin per kintal 210 

Lead per ditto.. 45 

Tin Plate per case cont« 225 75 

Loaf sugaor and ^sugar in 

powder per luntal 120 

Pepper peroque 4 

Shalloons piece of 45 pikes 110 

Cochineal peroque. 120 

Farnaboug, '^ D^baiam 

portoral" per kintal 180 

p2 
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Aspere. 

peqbi" per ditto 20 

Item violet called St. 

Martha per ditto 72 

Moca Coffee per oque g 

Item American per ditto 4 

Cringer white andblack per kintal . ^ .. • 80 
Amomum ** Yeni ba- 

har** per oque 3 

Cinnamon of Triest. . . .per ditto 20 

Item Dutch ^. .» .per ditto 36 

India yam per ditto 50 

Cotton yarn from Eng- 
land per ditto • .. ;. .. . 2? 

Muslins called Menghis^ 
Agabanies^ Mermer - 
i-hazine^' Mermer -i- 
Humayoon^ Kebir- . 
Hasse^ Bafta^ and 

Sacancuri i... per piece 70 

Babbit skins, black and 

grey perparcd of 50. . 150 

Silver and m^tal watches per each 1 50 

Gold ditto without dia- 
monds per ditto 360 

Clocks, common sort, .per ditto |20 

Table plocks, sopha, and repeaters^ not set 



DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 213 

Aspers. 
in diamonds shall pay 3 per cent, on the 
invoice cost. 
Cloth called Shalli, Ma- 
hoots, and others, per piece of 25 pikes 420 
Cloth called Londra, per piece of 25 ditto l60 
Printed doth called Basma shall pay 3 per 
cent, after a deduction of 20 per cent, 
on the invoice cost. 
Cutlery, glass ware, looking-glasses, and 
queen's ware shall pay 3 per cent, on 
the invoice cost. 
Shawl called Area, per piece valued p' 1 10 3g6 
Item Zizecly and Bizai, do. valued p' 200 720 
Item called Beldary, per do. do. per 750 2700 
Item called Bokcia, per do. do. per 60 2l6 
Item do. Gianavery, per do. do. per 130 468 
India muslins called Destar, fit for tur- 
bans, per piece valued per 50 ] 80 

Cloth called Sayaa, English fabric, fit for 
cloaks, shall pay 3 per cent, on the in- 
voice cost. 

Indigo of America . •• .per oque 18 

Item of India ^.. .perditto 18 

Item of Lahoor per ditto 54 

Verdigrea8e^2^ndighiar>per ditto 12 



I 
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Aspen, 

Mouhabet hani of India, per piece 1 2D 

Item, middle size per ditto gO 

Item short .per ditto 60 

Sal ammoniac per oque Q 

Gunpowder per kintal 150 

Butter per ditto JO 

Mouhabet hani, English fabric, per piece 

of 18 pikes 45 

All military stores, say cordage, anchors, 
cannons, tar, pitch, and articles of that 
nature, shall pay at the rate of 3 per 
cent, at the market price, after dednct- 
mg 30 per cent from the net amoimt. 
English pistds, guns, muskets, &c- shall 

pay 3 per cent, on the invoice cost. 
Logwood, Indian and 

American per kintal 36 

Rum per oque.. ^.... 2 

English cheese per ditto 3 

Shot per kintal 50 

Musk permedcal 12 

Ambergris per ditto 12 

Nails of Christendom, .per kintal 90 . .. . 120 
Precious stones, pearls, and watches set in 
diamonds, shall pay 2 per cent. 
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EXPORTS. 

Aspers. 

Shagreen skins per each 3 

Beeswax .per kintal 240 

Angora yam per oke 21 

Goat*s wool, or " Tiftie" per ditto 21 

Vitriol " Ghiouze tashi" per ditto 4i 

Alurh per kintal 27 

Box wood per ditto 8 

Broussa silk per oque 45 

Bourre de sole per kintal 30 

Cottons per ditto JOO 

Raw silk of Cyprus, 
Sejrda/ and neighbour- 
ing places per oque 36 

Valonea per kintal 8 

Yellow berries per oque 2 

Anniseed per kintal 40 

Gumarabic per oque 6 

*^ Asfoor" or ...♦. per kintal 130 

Cittonyarn per oque Q 

Ditto red and coloured, .per ditto g 

Rgs per kintal 15 

Spunges, wet per oque 6 

Wallnut planks* per kintal 12 
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Aspers. 

Cypress ditto per ditto 20 

Raisins .per ditto 27 

Currants, blackfruit. ,. .per ditto 15 

Madder root, " Ghiok 

boya'* per ditto 45 

Salep ..' peroque 5 

Gmnadragant, *^ Kitra*' per ditto 3 

Raw silk of the Island 

and Rumelia per ditto 45 

Hare skins of Constanti- 
nople per 100 60 

Senna .per oque 5 

Mastick per ditto n 

Opiungi per ditto 3(5 

^5alls per kintal 150. 

Scammony, " Mah- 

moodie ...peroque 36 

Copper perkintal jso 

Coloquintida per oque 6 

The English pound sterling shall be 
reckoned at 13 piastres, and the piastre at 
X^O aspers each. 

.AJl m^chaudi^e coming to the English 
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merchants from Europe, which U not 
inserted in this tariff, shall pay according 
to the rates specified in the Russian and 
German tariffs; and all articles which 
are expressed in no tariff whatever, and 
on which no rates are fixed, shall pay 
3 per cent after deducting 20 per cent, 
from the amount. 

^ It is understood and stipulated that the 
whole of the preceding rates are to be 
levied at every scale and custom-house in 
the Ottoman Empire without exception, 
and that imperial firmans are to be issued 
to that effect to the different customers, 
in consequence whereof the present clause 
has been added. 

Four exact copies of this tariff book 
have been made, signed, and sealed, 
whereof two have been delivered to his 
excellency the Reis Efendi, and the 
other two to the Right Honorable the 
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English Ambassador at Constantinople, 
the 21st Ramazaan, 1220, say Dec- 13, 
1805. 

(L.S.) B. PiSANI, 

English Interpreter, 

(L.S.) Hassax, 

Chief Customer of Constantinople. 



Salonicay N<m» 10, 1802. 
A PROSPECTUS 

OF THE 

COMMERCE OF TOBACCO, 

IN MACEDONIA. 

BY FRANCIS CHARNAUD, ESQ. 
Consul to the British Levant Company^ Salonica,' 
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3 Aspers 1 Para. 

40 Paras 1 Piastres 

15 to 17 Piastres, according to exchange, 11. sterling. 

400 Drahen 1 Oke. 

44 Oke^ equal 1 cwt. or £nglish hundred weight. 
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No. III. 

Commerce of Tobacco in Macedonia, from 
the sowing to the period of loading 
on board ships. 

SOWING. 

All kinds of tobaccos are sown in Ma- 
cedonia in th^ month of March, and 
when favoured by the seasons, the tobacco 
is gathered in the month of August The 
farmers begin by gathering the small leaves 
at the top of the plant. 



DRYING. 

The leaves which constitute the com- 
mon tobacco are spread out, and dried in 
the fields, where they are gathered in the 
month of September, as are also those 
sorts called Carada and Yenige, but with 
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fliis difference, that they are selected from 
the common sorts, being strung on hempen 
strings, attached to rods, and exposed on 
the walls of the magazines and houses, 
where they are not so liable to be injured 
by the rain. 



F0RMIN(? INTO MASSES. 

In the month of October the villagers 
collect the leares, and form them into 
masses ; those of the ^common tobacco are 
tied together with thread by the lower 
extremity of the leaves, as are al^ the 
Yen^, bat the Carada 'and Yolbashi 
are festened with fibments of , grass oi 
herbs; 



FORMING THB TOBACCO INTO BAIZES. 

In the month of November they ard 
formed into bates of equal weight, as well 
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the common tobaccos^ as the Carada and 
Yolbashi, for the purpose of forming the 
cargo. 



ENTRANCE OF THE TOBACCO INTO THE 

CITY. 

In the months of November and De- 
cember, the peasants begin daily to trans- 
port the tobacco from every village to 
Salonica. But the tobaccos which first 
enter are commonly those of the village 
called Strumza, and some of the small- 
leaved Carada, called Felix, and v^itb 
little diflFerence from one year to another. 
In the course of the month of May, the 
tobacco of every quality is already received 
and stored in the city, that being the 
'period when the officers of the customs 
are changed, tlie possessors of tobacco are 
then forced by the custom-masters to 
bring them to an account. 



TOBACCO* 293 



DENOMINATION OF THE COMMON TO- 
BACCOS. 

The names of the comtnon tobaccos are 
derived from the villages near v^^hich they 
are respectively cultivated, and are as 
follows — Petrice, Giardino, Curoa, Ma- 
crova, Drosova, Poroi, and others- The 
four first are most celebrated for their 
quality, and of these the Petrice, which 
has a large thick leaf, is preferred, though 
it sometimes happens that they are da* 
maged by the weather. 



CARRIAGE OF TOBACCO. 

The tobacco is transported to the city 
by horses^ mules, camels, and carts, ac- 
cording to the quality of the roads, and 
the distance ; the hire of these varies from 
time to time. 
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QUAlCTltY OF TOBACCO, CALLED 

STRUMZA. 

The harrest of tobacco, called Stfumza, 
announts to three or four thousand loads, 
of which the greatest part is transported 
to Bostria, and other provmces of the 
Ottoman empire ; 1000 or 1 ,500 loads ar^ 
brought to Salonica, and from thence 
ftaostly exported for Alexandria, not 
being adapted to the European markets, 
•t not received in thetn* 



PRODUCT OF COMMON TOBACCOS. 

The common tobaccos, comprising all 
quaUtie.«:, are computed to produce, in 
good years, from 10 to 12,000 loads, and 
m bad years from 6000 to 8000. 
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CABADA* 



Carada, Yolbashi, Paprava, and Felix 
are computed to produce, in good years* 
about 8000 loads. 



YENIQE. 

The snoall leaves of the Yenige tobacco 
are brought into the city in carts, made 
up into bales, and covered with white 
cloth of Salonica. The produce of these 
is .6000 bales, and they are sent, to the 
number of 4300 to the markets of Chris- 
tendom, the rest to Constantinople, and 
other parts of this empire. 



DUTIES ON COMMOK TOBACCOS. 

The load of common tobacco, ccmi- 
pos^ed of two lai:ge bales, entering into thef 

VOL. II. Q 
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city,' 6ught to weigh 110 okes, on which 
the common impost, taken without weigh- 
ing, is .12 piastres, and 60 aspers per said 
load. 



CARADA. 

The load of Carada, Felix, Yolbashi, 
and Paprava, is in like manner composed 
of two bales, which commonly weigh to- 
gether ]20 okes; the duty paid thereon 
amounts to 14 piastres and 45 aspers the 
toad^ 



The Yenige being formed into bales, 
are weighed at the custom-house, and pay 
at the -rate of 5 paras per oke duty. 

There are othei; claims amounting to 
11 paras for every load of tobacco, and 



the same for every bale of Yenige, which 
are paid for the benefit of the servants of 
the cusrtona-hoase and Ae gates- 

The tobaccb being brought into the 
iHagazines of the respective pnfchasers at 
the above-mentioned period,- in December, 
the keeper of the magazine is obliged to 
visit them, and usually forms piles of two 
or four baJes^ one on another, of those 
which are in good condition, exposing 
those which are moistened to the air,^ and 
according as the season is moist or diy^ 
he is obliged once or twice a week to shift 
the bales, and turn the leaves- to prevent 
their heating, for which purpose the 
windows of the magazines are kept 
open* 



PERIOD orj^RM:iNO' THB BALES^ 

Iti the coilrse of the month of February, 
they form the bales, which are composed 
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each of the two packages, which forms a 
horse's or mule's load. Jews, experienced 
in the business, are employed to this 
operation, who examine the tobacco piece 
by piece, and separate the sound fiom the 
damaged, to prevent their growing lighter 
by remaining in the stores. 



PERIOD OV I^RBSSIKG THE CARABA^ &C. 

The Carada, Yolbashi, Felix, and Pa- 
prava, being brought to the magazinea 
i!ea<fy embaled, require n9thing but to be 
fHK>pefly arranged in the magas^ines, and 
. . ix>iiipr«B8ed ' like the others. It is not 
usual to go through the same proems with 
them as with the common tobacco; but 
when it is perfomled, the same kinds are 
not usually put on board ships till the 
month of May or June, being more UaUe 
^ to feiment than others. 



TOBACCO^ %W 



THE TENIGIU 

The Yenige tobaccos, after being placed 
in the ma^gazines, and turned upside down 
by the use of the lever, are compressed 
like the others, and afienvards tied with 
cords, and when put on board, the captain 
is cautioned not to steive them, as from 
their lightness tteit operation would reduce 
them to powder. Generally, they dk> not 
put the tobaccos on ship-board till the 
end of March or the beginning of Apnl, 
to prevent their fermenting mktxsi on 
board. 



OF LOSS OF WEIGHT. 

Every kind of tobacco, from the tini« 
of its entrance into the magazine to that 
of loading on board ships, is calculated to 
lose from 10 to 15 per cent, of its original 
weight, which loss is pecessarily to be 
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be allowed for fixing the price, as well 
as the refuse tobacco, which is separated 
from the sound, and exported to the marr 
kets of Christendom, and bein^ unfit for 
sale any where Ase, is usually ^ent to 
Egypt, 



rERIOP WOB. FIXING TUB PRIGJB OF 

TOBACCO. 

According to the ancient custom, th^ 
price of every quality of tobacco is fixed in 
the presence of the Doganier in the month 
of November, but this holds only with 
irespect to the common sorts, and is a mere 
formahty with respect to the other kinds, 
being defeated by persons whp are short of 
the commodity, or those houses who 
desire a choice of tobacco ; and the price 
augmenting by the large commissions of 
the Apalto ?t Milano, where only Carada 
and Yenige of. the most perfect quality^ 
aod of a yellow colour, are received. 
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The tobaccos .are grilled or pressed a 
second time, just before they are em^ 
barked. It was formerly done on board, 
but this has since been forbidden, the 
captains having abused the custom by 
pressing them too much, in order to have 
room to store a greater -quantity, by which 
they gained 20 or more per cent. 



PERIOD OF COMMISSIONS. 

The period for orders of commissions 
for every kind of tobaccos from different 
parts of Christendom is the months of 
November and December; remittances 
are made in advance for a part, and after- 
wards for the liquidation of the contract 
by every courier. 



PAYMISNTS TO THE CUSTOM-HOUSE. 



Formerly these were made at the con- 
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veniency of the merchant, ^rtw was never 
pressed for the duties, by which he was 
a great gainer; but now the customs are 
rigorously collected, and all must be paid 
before the ship sails. Nay, sometinjes 
duties are paid in advance to the custom- 
master, a habit introduced by the impru- 
dence and ambition of 86me European 
merchants* 



Approximation of the quantity of Tobacco 
gcOheredy in good years^ from the vil- 
lages of Macedonia^ viz. 

Load&in two ballots, each 3,000, reduced to bales, 3,000 

Pitto of commoa, of > - <, ^aa < o «iwx 

... ' > 18,000 » 13,000 

every, qiiality .... J ' * *»^,vvw 

Ditto of Carada,Felix, > ^ ^^.^ ^^ _.. 

Yolba8hi,&PapraYaJ ^^^^ ^^'^^ 

Yenige.^.,,, ^.. — <— 6,000 



Tbtal Loads 24,000 Bales 38,000 



-.- «• 
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Exportation of Tobacco made to Akxatk' 
drittj on the average of different years, 
viz. 

Bi^ 2,000 called Stnimza Leases. 

DHto 10,000 condmon of every kind, and much refuse. 

Ditto «3,000 Carada, Yolbashi, and refuse of these. 



Bales 15,000 Total for Alexandria. 

Quantity of Tobacco exported from Salo* 
nica for Satalia, by Albinian a/nd Bos^ 
niak Supercargoes, who bring, their funds 
to make their purchases^ 

Bales 1,200 called Strutnza Leaves. 
Ditto 1,000 common of every qu^ity. 
Ditto 800 Carada and Yollsashi^ 



Bales 3,000 for Satalia. 

N.B. This is all picked merchandise selected by tiMI 
supercargoes. 

RiaHT OF BEDEUkT. 

For Alexandria, Satalia, and other places 
of the Oltoman Empire, the right of 
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Bedeat is only 20-40 for every load of 
44 okes. 



Approximation of the quantity of Tobaccos 
of all qualities, exported in the year, for 
the following places: 

Bales, 

?r^":::::::::; IC} ^^^^ 

Common .........* 500 ^ 

Carada ^ 2,000 > for Genoa. 

Yenige 200). 

Common 1,500 "1 

Carada 600 > for Leghorn, 

Yenige 200) 

?rS:::::::::::: ^1 ''"^"^•- 

Yenige 1,500 for Vienna. 

^oramon 800? ^^ Trento. 

Carada 300 J 

^* ,.«. . !•*• onnnifof Constantinople and 
Of different qualities 2,900^ Salonica. 



Total Bales 20,000 oferery quality. 
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RCCAPITULATIOM. 

Bales* 

For Alexandria 15,000 

X or oaMiifli •• •••«■«••.« «*&j>«»a ••• •.••.«•«.»•• •• t^,Uv/(/ 

For Milano 8,000 

For Genoa 2 700 

For Lt^ghorn .' .^,, 2,300 

For Venice , 600 

For.Triest 900 

For Vienna 1,500 

ForTrento ♦ ....,,,.*.. :1;100 

^or Constantinople and Saiooica . .. «. .^ . . ^ ^ . . . ^^900 

' 'J ■ 

Total 38,000 



FXRST COST OF TOBACCOS. 

13,000 loads comtroi Tobacco, at 10-120 

perokc 119,166 

3,000 ditto S'rur . ,., -All .120 per oke 89,000 

. ^,000 ditto Ca.i^da. .i li.P pei lupd. 216,0J0 

6,000 bales Yemg.% zi ^;J-40 p<r okc , , . . ^47,500 



pDmitive Price 62 1,666 
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CUSTOM-HOUSE DUTIES OX THE ABOTB 

TOBACCOS. 

tS,000 loads coramon Tobacco, at 12} .... P. 162,500 

8,000 ditto Strnmza, at 12{ per load 37,500 

8,000 ditto Carada, at 14P. 45-120 per load 115,000 
6,000 bales Yenige, at 5^40 per oke, erery 

bale weighing 75 okes 56,250 



Amount of Custemt 371,250 



BBDEAT DUTY. 

p 

On 14,000 bales commons for Turkey, each ^ 

bale weighmg 99 okes, at 20-40 > 15,750 
per 44 okes y 

2,000 ditto ditto for Christendom, every ^ 

bale weighing 95 okes, at 2-40 > 9,500 
per oke. 3 

3,800 ditto Carada, for Turkey, each^ 

bale weigh! Dg 50 okes, at 20-40 > 8,160 
per kl 3 

12,200 ditto ditto for Christendom (as > q^ i-aa 
above) at2-40 ...J^»^^^ 

1,500 ditto of Yenige for Turkey, every 1 

bale weighing 70 okes, at 20-40 S 1,193 
per kl ) 

4,500 ditto ditto for Christendom (as > . ,. .,^ 
above) at 2-40 per oke J *^»^^ 

38,000 Bales Amount of Bedeat 74,853 
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Viwn modemte estimaUon, the carringe 
of 38,000 bales, equal to 24,000 
loads, at P.2J, including petty 
expenses, amount to p. qo^qoo "- 



KCCAFITULATION. 



The amount of fi«vcost p. ggj^ggg 

amount of Custom 37,^250 

amount of Bedeat ^..... 74953 

amount of Carriage gg,^ 

1,127,769 

Thus the sum in circulation, for the 
primitive purchase, and other charges 
as above specified, of this commerce 
amount to one miUion. one hundred and 
twenty-seven thousand, seven hundred 
and sixty-nine Turkish dollars per annum. 

OF THE TOBACCO WHICH IS USED IK 

THE PLACE. 

There are also various sorts of small 
leaved, fine Tobacco, of which little goes 
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out of the market of Salonica, they being" 
consumed on the spot Th^^se are brought 
from the villages in packets covered with 
ifeafine white cotton cloth, and commonly 
weigh each 4, (>, 8, to 10 okes; they are 
of dijfferent quahties, and the price from 
SO paras to 4 piastres the oke. 



PERIOD OF THE CAPARO, OR ADVANCES 

OF MONEY. ^ 

Those who would make coDsidefeble 
profit in the trade of tobacco, must ne- 
cessarily consent to hazard considerable 
suitts of money in advances. The begin- 
ning of these advances is commonly tnadef 
at the time of sowing, and the proprietors' 
are indiscreet enough continually to de- 
mand similar advances, till the time when 
the tobaccos are all lodged in the city ; so 
that for the most part they remain 
debtors till the next year, and so on from 
year to year. Sometimes too, they are 
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so dishonest that nothilig mofe is re- 
ceived from th^m after these advances 
have been made, than some loads of the 
worst -quality, which can be sold only 
for refuse. It is of consequence clear, that 
a branch of commerce in which so many^ 
risks, so much anxiety, and s6 much 
fittigue are combined, should be attend- 
ed with a considerable profit Accord- 
ingly it is found that those who trade in 
the market on their own account, make a, 
clear profit of 15 to 20 piastres on every 
load : but not so those merchants, who 
executing commissions for their friends, 
are obliged to confine themselves to a par- 
ticular quality of tobacco, for which 
they pay an higher price; and in con-' 
sequence, the risk to which persons in- 
this situation are exposed » is not ba- 
lanced by the profit they can expect or 
hope for. 

N.B. It is further to be remarked, thatr 
of late years the quantity of tobaccos cul- 
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tivated in 1Vk<;edonia has been g^ually 
decreasing, and th^t it is at preset per- . 
haps, neariy one third less than formerly. 
This decrease was observed after the last 
war between the Porte and Russia, and 
it is attributed to the distresses occasioned 
to the peasantry, by the. levy of troops 
and exorbitant demands of money. The 
evil has been augmented by the late in- 
vasion of Egypt, which precluded the 
sale of tobacco in that country, and &U8^ 
4isc<;Miraged the cultivators, by diminidi- 
ing the culture: their I^nds are since 
partly converted to other purposes* 



THE END. 



C. Squire, Printer, 

FuroiT^I'slon CoiuU 
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